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an Maosguita CVE 
Dear Sir, 
SS ixch: B Arrived here on the 6th ir 
| ag ange Bay = = 3 
> Je B aes a tedious paflage of 
D 7 / \ - moon Bay = 
Pp ARTS Hz \ sa PAUL'S AR ‘ oe fromthe Downs. Onthe 23d 
E \ . : z ; Auccisons Bay we had a heavy gale of wind from the 
S. W. which obliged us to put into 
Torbay; but the wind getting to the 


northward, we weighed a1 r, and he 


Explanation. 


Poe : ae to fea, with a fine breeze, which w 
us acrofs the rolling waves of the Bay 
i fatisfaction than 
‘was 


of Bifcay 


at Side of Jera 
foie ened 3 


© Biblioteca Nacional de Espa} 


Te 

was naturally to be expected. On the 
ad of April, in latitude 39. 14. North, 
and longitude 17. 11. Welt, we expe- 
rienced a ftorm, with lightning, which 
lafted (with very little intermiffion) for 
four days, and the rude contention of 
the elements feemed to threaten our 
bark with inevitable deftruétion. The 
captain was about to put in at Lifbon, 
when the fea abated its terrors, to the 
great joy of the paffengers, and the 
relief of the feamen, who were nearly 
tired out with the fatigue they had un- 
dergone ; and that ocean, whofe waters 
were before running toa terrific height, 
became in the fpace of fix hours as 
fmooth as the furface of a mill-pond. 


= + hic 

Nothing material happened after this 

4 + f ce -amufed 
during the pafiage, and we amuled 
ourfelves, as well as we could, wit 


cards and fifhing. On the joth of 
April, when in the latitude of this 
ifland, feveral fharks were difcovered 
following the fhip, -all hands that 
could be fpared were immediately 
bufied, and hooks were thrown out 
baited with large pieces of. falt beef or 
pork, and the granes rigged in order 
to ftrike, as foon as they had gorged the 

s proved effectual, 
and we brought one of thofe voracious 
cr of the deep upon deck. 


was hoifted in, the c 


y-two fi 


in length; and: its ravenous jaws con- 
tained four rows of teeth. The flefh was 
to the fea, and, 
cA seemed 
wallowed by its late 


as we faw no more 
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We 


creation, confequently as mucl 
what is commonly repre 

tere ec it is offible nceive 
ters, as it is poflible to conceive. 
the water it appears in all the liv 
tints of green; and when dying dif. 
plays the various colours of the rai 
bow, intermixed with fpots of a 
The laft which our people took w 
only eight pounds, and wa: 

zood eating, (at fea) fimilar to cod 
rier. 


We faw great numbers of flying fifh. 
One of them, about the fize of a fmall 
whiting, was found in the mizen chains; 
each wing was near fix inches long, 
which are ufeful in flying no longer than 
they coritinue wet, 


As 


ar | 


we clofed in with the ifla 


on paffing the tropic of Cancer, the old 


cuftom of ducking and fhaving fuch as 


have ‘not before. croffed it, was per- 


formed by the feamen with fome hu- 
mour on one man and two boys. The 
paficngers wayed the ceremony by a 
liquor fine. 


midnight. The joy and ! 


and 


We made the ifland on the sth, at 


land! reverberati 

the ftern, roufed every 
flumbers; and the faint 
moon, which was nearly { 


fs ) 
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yet pleafing 
gloom with which night had clad the 
lofty hills. 

1 landed about ten o’clock in tle 
morning, and was all aftonifhment, 
“ feeing what I have feen, feeing what 
so Pdeest 


Acquaint C. B. and E. B. with my 
arrival ; affure them of my regard. 


I remain, &c, &c. 


LETTER U. 


o——, 


St. John’s, Antigua, 
May 31, 1786, 


Dear Sir, 


HE heat of this country is exceed- 
ingly great, but having come into 
it gradually, it does not yet feem to 
take any difagreeable effect on me; and 
as I could bear heat in Europe with 
better temper than cold, I am in hopes 
a vertical fun will not in any great 
degree incommode me. The mofketos 
are troublefome, but I defend my legs 
(which is the part thefe infects princi- 
pally. attack) with boots. 
B4 I have 
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of ve 


Pcie 
racity, 


eye can réach, 


icturefque, and 


re and delight, 


enough. for 
you 


Dut 


cay fee every beam and fean 


new, and therefore, prob 


hired a 


lars per month 


ca Nacional de Esparia 


[0] 
menced houfekeeper three days ago: in 
this land of flaves, 


The plants came unhurt. I have 
prefented them to. a. gentleman, whofe 
garden is the firft in the ifland, and wha 
received them with many. thanks, — I 
was prefent when they were put in the 
ground, and hope to give you (on 
fome future day) an account of their 
wel} doing. 


LETTER Hi. 


to ——, 


St. John’s, Antigua, 
Fune 18, 1786. 


Dezar Sik, 
BW Write this from the platform of = 
B C aces = ei afs 
Indian villa, where 1 generally pals 


fr ill feven every 
away the hour from fix til a 
vriting, or walking, 


morning, reading, W . 5 
time through- 


being the moft ple 
out the day. The h 
on by nine o’clock ; 
Fahrenheit is frequ 
as high as ninety degre 
rifing until be 

which time the mercury 
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From thef 


nh theie P 
nedium heat of tt 


victims 
proving in this, 
ftances, that beauty and 


too frequently un 


I dined at the 
ath inftant, withthe Govern 
and cua the dinner 


a ball. 


are Sie pees and the heat o 


clime does not in the Jeaft prevent t 


@aging even to an extreme 
favourite amufement. It was 


ty 
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two o’clock before I got home, 
fatisfied with having fpent fey: 


wel? 


both cheerfully and agreeably, 


Tam not a little poled with what is 


here called prickly heat, a kind of rath 
which 


covers the gr aa part of the 
body, itches intollerable, buys is faid to 
be favorable to health, 


I thall tax my induftry for the fub- 
fequent month, fo as to be able to give 
you fome further account of this country 
by the next packet ; till when, 


I remain, &c, &c, 


eral hours 


i Spe eed Need Ne 
to — 


St. John’s, Antigua, 

July 145 1786, 

Dear Sir, 

HIS ifland 1s eighteen miles long, 
fourteen broad, between ses 
feventy in circumference, and ice 
upwards of fixty-nine thoufan — : 
being equal to one hundred: an eight 
fquare miles. The fouth fide is jose 

tainous, and its fhores are nearly bounde 
by rocks. ‘The inhabitants, from the 
moft accurate calculation, amount to 
about fifty thoufand perfons ; —— 
thoufand, outof that number, are etd 
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which fend of more members 
the Affembly; and the town 
John appoints four pines 
that — body. The ans 


country, if & of fixteen mem 


other ar- 


an upper 


Goveenor, ‘and eee by the Kin 


the fenior Counfelior is Préfident, 
and aéts as Governor 

of the Comma 

fent Governor of the 

Iflands is § 

Major Ge 

a Court 


Vic 
¥ 


Governt 
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: frequently diated to and ever 
by the Barrifters, particularly 
any caufe which requires legal 
knowledge is in queftion, thereby 
giving up their honeft opinions to the 
chicanery and artifice of an infolent and 
overbearing pleader. That this has 
been done in thefe'Courts I have from, 
an authority which I cannot doubt the 
veracity of. The place of ‘Chief Judge 
at this time vacant, is, I hear, folicited 
for by a gentleman now in England, 
who has been for fome years at the bar 
in thie country; if he fhould fucceed, 
probably this brow-beating: fyftem will 
be laid afide: Arrogance and impu- 
dence muft then give place to fterling 
: real legal knowledge, too long 
obfcured by power, infolence, and d 
plicity. 


u~ 


Our 


[ 9] ; 

Our military eftablifhment confilts of 

a militia troop of carbineerss ek 

regiment of foot, a red ditto, an in - 
pendent company, and a regiment 

artillery, which are drawn out rk 

fourth Saturday and exercifed. To = 

force may be added’a regiment, or a 
greateft part of a regiment, of regu 


troops. 


For the firftt time in my life I “id 
afmart fhock of an earthquake, ag 
fix o’clock in the evening of che 3 
inftant: I learn thefe vilitations are very 


frequent here. 


I remain,, &c. &c. 
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Ey tn 
keep them clean; the 
and other fhrubs are 
therein, to) the anno 


fenger, the fecreti 


out th 


hree qu 


cecuted fi 
aced 
In this 


Methodift meet 


Bean et a ty a 
-houfe, fituated nearly in 


town, is built of ftone 


an Ifland, about nine 
ant, which is a good material 
Gmilar 
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fimilar to that of Portland. This build= 
ing is efteemed the beft in the Britith 
Welt -Indies; here the Courts « of 
Juftice are held, the Council and Af 
fembly meet, and the public dinners and 
balls are kept. 


The jail is a ftone b g, near the 
Court-houfe, its inmates are princi- 
pally run-away negroes and mulattoes, 
and a few white debtors, fome of the 
Jatter defcription live within its walls in 

atte 


luxurious ftyle, to the manifeft injury of 
ir creditors 


The Cuftom-houfe is a good building, 
ear the bettom of St. Mary’s Street, 
the fees exited thene are enormous, 


The New Barracks and Military- 
hofpital, fituated to the eaftward of the 
town, 


{ 23 
town, are fpacious and healthy, and 
allowed to be the moft complete in the 
iflands, There is alfo a barrack on 
Rat Ifland, in St. John’s Harbour, but 
it has been fuffered to go to rui i 
now out of ufe. 


A confiderable part of 
deftroyed by fire, on the 17 


1769, and again fuffered 


that dreadful element, on the 1oth of 
April, 1782, from which it has not re- 
covered its former 


parts, even in 

bufinefs, remaining in 

great caufe of this calamity bei 
extenfive in its effeéts her 

the covering the tops of t 

fhingles (fimall pieces of etre nearly 
in the fhape, and made to anfwer the 
purpofe of tiles), which, when driec 


thes ), 
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fcorching rays of a tropical fun, 
become touchwood, and a {park is 
fufficient to fet the whole town in a 


q 
fame. Gan get 


St. John’s, Antigua, 


I remain, &c. &c, Sept. 3, 1786. 


Dear Sir, 


AINT John’s Harbour is large, 
and its entrance defended by Fort 
James on the north, and by Goat- 
hill Fort on the fouth, but its beft fe~ 
curity is the Bar, a fhoal fo called, ex- 
tending almoft acrofs it, from Hog 
JohnBay, to Fort James: the depth of 
water on this-fhelvye is from eight to 
fourteen feet. This harbour undoubt- 
edly .anks amongft the firft in the Weft- 
Indies, but it is choaking very faft, 
Cc and 


© Biblioteca Nacional de Espana 


f 26. 9 
and, unlefs effectual meafures are foon 
taken for deepening it, veftels ee 
three hundred tons serial ee: is " 
few years, difcharge and take ta 
cargoes at the diftance of between . 
and three miles from the wharfs a 
this port ‘nine tenths of the wae thi 
ping bufinefs of the ifland is done a 


Parham, a fmall tow: i 
of one principal itreet, with Pie ie 
lets, is fituated about five miles aft ost, 
John’s, ‘and has ¢ wooden thateh ng 
cated to St. Peter: alfo a iioasciolli. 
a although the harbour“is- good, the 
fhipping bufinels done here is inconfider 
able. The few veffels that come to this 
phe principally from Briftol.’ To the 
fouthward of this town is a hill or tumuli 
which appears to have been a work of 
art, probably the burying-place of lite 

of 


L 7 3 

of the aborigine Indian heroes; its form 
is a long-fquare, ! very regular. in all. its 
parts, le fening gradually from its bafe to 
the top, which is-flat, andmay.be from 
five to:fix hundred feet long, and from 


forty: to fifty: feet high. 


fall town, about nine 


Falmouth, a 
> 
t. John’s ; in war 


miles fouth. eaft of St 
es populous from its vicinity to 


time becom 
Englifh Harbour, 
it is almoft deferted. 
church dedicated to St. Paul, 
formerly had a fhipping trade, but is 
now entirely deftitute of that benefit, as is 
Carlifle Bay, or Old Road, about three 
miles to the weftward, where the pri- 
mitive’ adventurers to this ifland firft 


eftablifhed a colony. 


but in time of peace 
It has a wooden 
and it 


C2 If 


[ 2 ] 

If a few miferable huts deferve the 
appellation of towns, there are two or 
three more on the ifland; but, believe 
me, they are fo-very unworthy of notice 
that I will not take up your time to 


read, or my own to give an account of 
them, 


but remain, &c. &c, 


f-79:-43 


LETTER VIL 


To = =, 


St. John’s, Antigua, 
Oct, 7, 1786. 


Dear Sir, 


NGLISH Harbour, on the fouth 
fide of the ifland, is the moft 
commodious in the Weft-Indies for re- 
ceiving fhipping; the conveniences for 
refitting them alfo are already great, 
and from the attention paid to its further 
improvement, by Government, are ra- 


pidly encreafing. A feventy-four-gun fhip 
can lay clofe to the wharfs. The ftore- 


houfes are both fubftantial and well con- 
trived, and fo tenacious are the principle 
3 officers 


30 

officers of any difcovery being made of 
their contents, that no ftranger whatever 
can be admitted into the yard with- 
out leave. To this harbour, previous 
to the commencement of the hurricane 
months (Auguit, September, and Oc- 
tober), Britith veflels of war, ftationed 
in the Catibbean feas, repair for fecu- 
rity. It is furrounded by ftupendous 
hills which break the force’ of the 
winds and renders it~ perfectly fecure 
from the moft violent tempefts. The 
paflage into this valuable bafon is fo 
very narrow, as. to admit of the entry 
of one veffel only ata’ time, and is de- 
fended’ by Fort Barclay on the weit, 
and Horfe-fhoe Battery on the eaft. 
Om the fea’ fide it appears next to an 
impoffibility for an enemy to force. it, 
and; in my opinion, the confequencé 
of fuch an attempt muft be deftruc- 

tion 


[ 3: ] 
tion to the affailants. On the land fide, 
the Ridge, a hill fo named, that com- 


mands it, .is fortifying, and the part now 
erecting, is called Fort Shirley, in 
honor of the prefent Governor. The 
men of war ate fupplied with water from 
the tanks or cifterns (built here fome 
years fince, for that particular purpofe) 
and ftom a frefh fpring at Cade’s Bay, 
about fix miles diftant from: this harbour 
to the weftward. Inthe yard is a neat 
houfe for the admiral or whoever com= 
miands on their Weft-India ftation, alfo 
for the matter shipwright and others. 


I remain, 8c, &c. 
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“LETTER vin 


Tto— —, 


St. John’s, Antigo: 


ntigua, 


Nov. 11, 1786. 


Dear Sir, 
M ONK’S Hill, a mile anda half 


north weft of Englith Harb 
is one of the higheft in ‘the ifland hs 


its 

oy commands a view of nearly the 

Ww 

ole country, a fmall part to the weft 

ward ex I ae 
ard excepted where the fight is inter 


y } ; 
cepted by the mountains. It is fortified 
sielae 


3 the Principle work, called Bork 
eora is 0 i ee 
orBes 1S mounted with forty-eight 
eee ight 
eee faid to be the identical guns 
taken out of the Four nike 

sen out of the Fourdriaunt man of 


Ww. 


Le age) 

war, taken fome years fince in thefe feas 5 
om this fort fignals are hoifted on the 
appearance of one or more fquare rigged 
vefiels, which, in war time; are imme- 
diately anfwered by diftant fignals, and 
the whole ifland is alarmed in a few 


minutes. 


Women and children, - or fuch of the 
inhabitants incapable of bearing ar 
raft retire to this fortrefs in cafe of 
invafion; houfes have. been erected and 

cifterns formed for the ule of 


fach dif 


At the conclufion of the late 
feveral forts, on the coafts of the ifland, 
were fold by order of the Legiflz 
and produced to the hi 


twentieth of the fum t 
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demolifhed by the purchafers for the 
ufeful materials they were compofed 
of, while others remain in their original 
ftate, probably to be fold to the public 
on a future rupture, at-any price their 
proprietors fhall think proper to demand 
for them. 


From Flag-ftaff-hill, of Mr. Max- 
well’s, and from Boggy’s, on Mr. 
Bott’s eftate, thirteen iflands under the 
different powers of England, France, 
Denmark, and Sweden, may, in clear 
weather, be diftinétly feen and num- 
bered, 


Tremain, &e, &c. 


ft 3s J 


LETTER. 


to——. 


Saint John’s, Antigua, 
Dec. 65 1786+ 


Dax. SiR, ’ es 

HE ladies, inhabitants ob tal 

place {eldom walk the ftreets, Ox 
ee) 

ix wifkys, without mafks © 

as a 


ss 
ride in. the : 

veils, not, I prefume, aitogethet 
: + a o 
ve to their complexions,,: be- 


refervati o 
; diftance un- 


ing frequently feen. at a 
but as foon as they are ap- 


- 
mafied, Bs 
he: vizor, thro 


proached near, on goes t 

} te af neer 
which,, by a couple of pee 
the fize of an Englith 


Peescigr aOR 
lave an opportunity or Llaring 


Cc 6 
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faces of all they meet. With you, this 
would be termed the groffeft ill-man- 
ners, but here “cuftom ‘has -eftablithed 
it, if not neceflary, as fathionable. 
Their drefs is generally light, and in- 
clined to tawdry, and their converfation 
languid, except when a little of that 
Apecies of harmlefs chat, which ill-nature 
has called feandal, is bufy in circulation F 
it is then they are volubile, itis then they 
are eloquent, it is then they are equal 
to any women in the world, 


As miftreffes of families, they are 
unimportant, almoft every domettic 
concern being left to the management 
of their negroes and mulattoes, They 
feldom fuckle their infants, that part of 
a mother’s duty is transferred to a flave. 
But I muft obferve to you, there are 
many exceptions in this ifle to the fore- 


[ #4 
going general charagter, here are: woe 
men of refined fenfe, good wives, €x- 
cellent parents, worthy friends, free 
from affectation, and bleffed with every 
amiable quality that can adorn. the = 
They are alfo generally abftemious nee 
in their diet and liquars ; their com- 
mon drink being weak punch, cool 
drink, lemonade,  forrel drink, and 
tamarind beverage,’ all of which are 
diluting, 2 nd well adapted to the con4 
ftitutions of perfons in this climate. 
The virtue of our fair is faid to be 
fuperior to the arts of feduction, ins 
fidelity to the marriage bed being 
very sarely known on their parts. 
I with I could fay as much for the 
men. Marriages are always folemnized 
in the koufes, as are alfo baptifms 


s) and the 
except thofe of negroes) 
— churches 


J 


churches are very thinly attended 
but on funerals, or on . particular public 
eccafions. 


This is the worit time of the year! for 
thieving; the negroes will have fome of 
the good things to keep Chriftmas with, 
and I have. contributed: thereto. by ray 
loffes; a fine lamb and a young milch 
goat ftole from me within the lat 
twenty-four hours, and J am under no 
{mall apprehenfion for the fate of my 
poultry. The rogues rob generally at 
midnight, ftark naked; their bodies 
greafed, therefore if. you get but flight 
hold of them, they flip through your 
hands and are off in an inftant. 


Tremain, &c, &c. 


LETTER X. 


tio — 


St. John’s, Antigua, 
Fan. 16; 1787- 


Dear SIR, = 
P RINCE William Henry-ar- 


rived here the latter end of laft 
month, in the Pegafus frigate ; his ap- 
pearance has put this little community 


into a ferment; addrefles were ummer 


diately prefented to him from the Legif- 


lative body, and likewife from the mer; 
chants, expreffive. of loyalty to his 
Royal Father, and of the happinefs 
and honor his Highnefs had conferred on 


them by his gracious vilit : the address 
ot 
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of the Legiflature was read and pr 
fented by ¢ Solicitor 
nted by a Mr. Fohr a ici 
eames John Burke, © Solicitor 
‘ ida the Leeward Iflands, and 
ee of the Affembly of this Ifand ; 
but notwithftanding this ts 
dees ling this gentleman has 
ie 3 ane hackneyed at the’ bar. 
q +5 s 
and is a bold orator, yet, on this oc- 
cafion, to the aftonifhment*of every by 
ftander vas : 
ander, he was nearly bereft of the 
power of utterance. The merchants 
addrefS was and pre 
read and prefented by a Mr. 


fohn Scotlan is High 
John Scotland. His Highnef received . 


thefe effufions of loyalty to his illuftrious 
parent, and, of refpeé to himfelf, with 
great fatisfaGtion, and returned deci 
anfwers. Each of thefe bo Rescanie Z 
public dinner and ball for his Hi hnefies 
entertainment. The Prince ek both 
balls, with a MifS A » a beautiful 
young lady of refpe@table family, and 
his affability, politenefs, and ee, 

fcenfion 


fac came 
feenfion, -to every perfon who 
honor of his converfation, was as con- 
fpicuous as it was pleafing. The ladies 
put their beft fmiles on their faces, and 
their beft adornments on their perfons 5 
indeed, every individual feemed emulous 
of fhewing refpeét to the Royal Vifitor. 


Many offers of particular attention 
ve been made to his High- 


had the 


and civility ha 


nefs, which, he, in general, declined, 


wifhing rather to appear in the humble 


charaéter of a private gentleman, than 


in the dignified fituation of a Prince. 
How long he means to honor this ifle 
with his prefence, I cannot ith 
tainty learn, it will ybably be fev 
months; the pe here, I believe, 
hope, and wifh it may be for yee 


The negroes look at the Grand 
(fo they call the Prince) with aftonifh- 


and fometimes incommode him 


ment, 
as 
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as he walks the ftreets;. but, his High- 
neis. pofleffes all that admired’ franknefs 
and noble liberality fo charaétereftic. in 
a Britith feaman, . and. will frequently 
condefcend: to talk. with. them. Cap- 
tain Nelfon,. of the, Boreas; Captain 
Holloway, of the Solebay; and) the 
other. principal: naval officers on, this ftas 
tion, are his. Highnefés. chief attend~ 
ants on. all occafions. 


[ 43°] 


LETTER XL 


bon 


St. John’s, Antigua, 
‘Fan. 28, 1787- 


Dzar SIR, 


© be the man 
an abfentee, in this 1 


j } he i 
fatisfied is one of the beft fi ie 
altho’ their ftipends: amount to ni si 
; : , nun p i 

igl o one hur fr 

than from eighty to 
fterling,; per ann. 2 Rie 

Taries and fupernult 
the neceflaries al eae, 
fiderably dearer than ¢ Z 
5arodoxical it may apF 
doy 


£ 
é OL 
ager of an eftate 


| 
fle, 1 am well 
tuations In It, 
nore 


notwithftand: 


are.con 
yet, however paro' 
: ehre 
when I tell you this © 


as B] - annk 
rt 1eV € heir tables, aime 
‘P e ifhes at their te > 

fport fe eral difhes ate 
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claret, keep mulatto miftrefies, 
dulge in every foolith extr 
this weftern. region, 


and in- 
avagance of 
- it is neverthelef 
ftridtly true. But as you would naturally 
afk, by what means this expenfive ps 

ner of living is fupported? It is thus I 

anfwer—Thefe people, Sir, 


raife on the 
grounds of their employers, ftock of every 


5 Lite 
— faitable to our markets, which they 
eed Principally with the grain, &c. be- 
longing to the eftate on which they live ; 
3 


tk w i 
ney alfo grow exotics, as well as the 


vegetables natural: to the climate; and 
¥ 


to complete the fyftem, planned with fe 
much wifdom and 


juftice, they - 
ploy the fave ; a 


Ss belonging to the plan- 
to vend fuch produce. There 
thefé me 

thefe men, or at leaft ¢] 


tation 


heir wives 
cupy the time of from twelve to 

negroes ¢ on this bufinefs 
of their matters, 


and 


{ 45 ] 

and emolument of themfelves. The 
adage which I have often heard apphed 
to mafters of vefléls and their owners, 
may, with the alteration of two words, 
be applicable to thefe men—‘ Fat ma- 
nagers and lean employers,” for I am 
very certain, to be manager of, and 
attorney * to an eftate of a non-refi- 
dent, is better than to be its owner, the 
firft, receiving benefits without the 
leaft rifque, while the latter is fubjec&t 
to every lofs without receiving the 
advantages which ought,  confiftent 
with juftice to be his and not his fer- 
vants. But here I muft obferve, that 
many of thefe gentlemen managers, as 
well as the overfeers under them, con- 
tribute 


® An Attorney for an eftate, receives from 
half a guinea, to a guinea, for every hogfhead of 
Sugar he hips. 
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tribute, ina great degree, to ftock the 
plantation with mulatto and meftee 
flaves; it is impoffible to fay in what 
numbers they ‘have fuch children, but 
the following fact is too often verified, 
« that, as foon as born, they are def- 
pifed, not only by the very authors, 
under God, of their being, but'by every 
white, deftitute of humane and liberal 
principles,” fuchis the regard paid to the 
hue of complexion in preference to the 
yhore permanent beauties of the mind. 


I remain, &c,. &¢. 


DeEAR SiR, 

UROPEANS, who live in the 
Weft-Indies, . ought to acquire 
fortunes in afew. years, - but they are 
{mall in. number. who _ experience fo 
favorable-a return to their induftry; and 
fuch only, can arrive at independance as 
will fubmit to any, every meannefs, 
Therefore thofe perfons who follow the 
huckttering: bufinefs, . are generally the 
moft faccefsful in accumulating: riches, 


many of thefe people having acqu! ed 
property 


[ 48 ] 

property fufficient, not only to purchafe 
eftates here, but alfo to retire home 
(i. e. that is to England) where they 
live in aukward fplendor on the profits 
which have arifen from purchafes caufed 
by the encouragement given by them to 
negroes to rob the plantations of their 
owners; the goods, thus procured by 
flaves, are bought by thefe thrifty 
gentry, at their own price, and if dif- 
covery is made of this villainous traffic, 
it feldom occurs that they can be brought 
to juftice, becaufe the word of a flave 
will not be taken, nor will even their oath 
ferve on the moit trifling occafion to- 
wards the conviction of a white perfon. 
There is a practice among this fpecies 
of dealers, and its permiffion reflects 
difgrace upon the police of the ifland, 
which is, that they exaét from five to 
ten per cent from the public, for chang- 

ing 


{ 49 
ing a dollar, unlefs thofe wanting fuch 
change lay out more than half that fum 
at their fhops. This is a tax upon the 
public, which calls loudly for redrefs, 
and this ifle, I learn, ftands fingly in the 


impofition. 


This country is poor, moft of the 
landholders being impoverifhed, from a 
feries of bad crops, previous to the laft 

PSP 


three years. act, the greater part of 
the eftates,°in this ifland, are in truift, 


or under mortgate to the merchants of 
London, Liverpool, and Briftol, The 
refident merchants fuffer confiderable 
loffes from bad debts, and are not.in a 
fall degree hurt by that bane of 
honorable commesce, fmuggling. 


The crop is going on brifkly and bids 
fair to be great, it is fuppofed not lefs 
D than 
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than twenty thoufand hogfheads will be 
fhipped._ this year. This comes by a 
brig fo 

firft fu 

place, the Prince having gone on a 
cruize; dulnefs has again affumed her 
feat, and at this inftant prevades 


thing. 


f remain, &c, &c, 


ohn’s, Antigua, 


Dear SIR, 
“HE ordinary drink of the men of 
this place, is punch or grog; 
Madeira wine and porter are introduced 
at the tables of fuch perfons as may be 
faid to live well; but at public enter- 
tainments, and at the houfes of the 


principal merchants and planters, Claret 


is the rage. The beft is imported from 
London, under the denomination of 
; fome alfo from Ireland, 

led Inith Claret; but 

D3 the 
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the greateft part of this luxury, drank 
here, is fmugeled from our French and 
Dutch neighbours at Guadaloupe and St. 
Euftatia. -The tables of the opulent and 
alfo of many, who can very ill afford it, 
are covered with a profufion, known 
only in this part of the world ; their at- 
tendants numerous, but it is not uncom- 
mon to fee them waiting almoft deftitute 
of clothing, and the little t hey have mere 
rags. Even in the firft houfes, where an 
attendant flave may poffibly have a fhirt, 
jacket, and breeches, they are always 
without ftockings, and generally want- 
ing fhoes. A few days fince, being in- 
vited to a tea drinking party, where was 
colleéted from ten to a dozen ladies and 
gentlemen, a ftout negroe fellow waited, 
who had no other covering than an old 
pair of trowfers. I believe I was the 
only perfon prefent who took the leaft 
notice 


[ae oe 
notice of the indelicacy of fuch an appear- 
ance, and, indeed, it is my opinion 
were the flaves to go quite naked it 
would haye no more effect on the feel- 


ings of the major part of the inh 


of this country than what is prods 
by the fight of adog, cat, or any other, 
domefticated quadrupede. 


{ remain, &c, &c, 
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LETTER XIV. 


TO me mom, 


St. John’s, Antigua, 

April 21, 1787. 

Dear Sir, 

HE beef of this country, is as 
unlike that of England, as if it 
was not the flefh of the fame animal, 
the beft that can be got is very indif- 
ferent, and fells from a bit and a half, 
to two bits per pound. (A bit is equal 
to five-pence fterling and a fraction) 
The mutton is good, and nearly the 
fame price as beef. Kid and pork, a 
bit a pound, equal to any in the world, 
the flavor of the latter is peculiarly de- 
licious,, 


ft 5 4 


probably from the animal being 


greateft part of the year 


fell as chea 


plovers, and fhipes 

this funny region during the hur- 
months, they are the property 

of the flayer, whether white or negroes 
the people of this ifle knowing no more 
about laws for protecting game, than 


f a window, or a fhop-tax. 


Small birds are few, finging birds 


none. A fparrow, much yours in 
England. A gol 
the Englith, but in plum 

D4 
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Ly 
, and its note a fhrill fqueak ; 


teres 

ndeed there are r ae 

inaeeda there are not any of the Winged 
¢ pa =) 


1 notice, except the hum- 


ul little creature, 1s 
be the fmalleft of the 
ion, and I believe may be 
redas the firft inpoint of plumage; 
uncommonly 


a rich gold. col 


gs: 
ced by -any bird, 


venge, 


Deehes 

venge,. and the manner of taking it, 
are equally fingular. It doth not at- 
tempt to cope with its antagonift, be- 
ing informed by inftingt,. that conten- 
tion is vain, but it effects that by ftra- 
tagem which it could not do by power. 
It. hovers over the head. of the hoftile 
bird, and fometimes fixes itfelf thereon, 
the invader thereby diverted from its 
purfuit, flies away with its little adver- 
fary, who retaining its fituation, plies, 
with wonderful ability, its fine long 
bill, with which it is furnifhed by na- 
ure, for defence, to the fkull of its foe, 
and never ceafes itsapplication ‘till it has 
perforated the head and reached the 
brain, when of courfe the. enemy falls, 
and the little hero returns to its neft. 
‘This bird has no note, unlefs. its hum- 
ming can be termed fo. 


D5 
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Fith is plentiful and cheap, its variety 
in name is prodigious, but a great 
famenefs in flavor, the principal in 
efteem are the jew-fifh, the caramau, 
the king-fifh; fmelts, and eels, befides 
various forts of fhell-fifh, under which 
denomination I fhall 'fpeak of the 
turtle. 


This fith, or rather amphibious ani- 
mal, from the excellency of its flavor, 
defervedly received, both in Europe 
and America, asa firft rate viand, con- 
fifts of two forts, the green and the 
hawks-bill, the firft named is in the 
greateft eftimation, being more mild 
than the latter. Weft-Indian epicures 
feldem tafte the hawks-bill, yet I think 


rds the beautiful hell 
with you called tortoife-fhell, but more 


E59 J 
properly surtle-fhell. The fhell of the 
sreen turtle is ufelefs. The manner of 
dretting this: extraordinary production 


of ire here, differs materially 

the tavern mode in Lor 

is drawn from its own flefh, and not 
from beef, nor is it ftuffed up with veal, 
or other meats which deftroys its true 
flavor; here it is drefied naturally, in 
London, artificially. It 1s fold, from 
three to four bits a pound, according 
to its quality, or the demand for it. 


Iremain, &c, &c. 
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LETTER XV. 


To mon inom, 


St. John’s, Antigua, 
May 12, 1787. 
Dear Sir, 

HIS ifland is almoft deftitute of 

frefh fprings, that which I before 
mentioned at Cade’s Bay, and another 
which fupplies the body ponds in the cen- 
ter of the ifland, are the only two worthy 
of notice, therefore the water principally 
ufed, is rain, which the inhabitants colle& 
in ftone cifterns : this water, after being 
drawn from the refervoir, is filtered 
through a Barbadoes ftone, which ren- 


ders it free from animalcula, or any dif- 


E 6: J 


agreeable quality it might have con- 
tracted by being kept in the tank, It 


is exceedingly foft, and well flavored, 
and notwithftanding what has been af- 
ferted by fome writers of its unwhole- 
fomenefs, I affirm from experience that 
it is as good as any I ever tafted in 
Europe. In dry feafons, an article of 
fuch vaft confumption muft neceffarily be 
fcarce and dear ; I have been informed, 
that rum and wine have been gi 
exchange for it, and that it has even 
been brought for fale from the neigh- 
bouring iflands. 


Goats milk is moft in ufe, being de- 
fervedly preferred to that of cows, for. 
its fuperior richnefs, and the ftrength- 
ening qualities it poffeffes. Affes milk, 
fo much recommended by the phyfi- 
cians of England in confumptive. cafes 

is 
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is not more 
invalid, than 
in this 


tefh butter 

and the 

the Irith, 

time before an Englifh- 

man. can be brought to eat either the 
one or the other, 


d; it is principally 

flour, from ‘the 

provinces of Penfylvania; New-York; 

Virginia, and Maryland ; in whitenefs 
7 exceedc +h ren iC 

it exceeds the bread of Londoa, but I 

think it is not fo well flavored. This 


is probably occafioned by the 


[i 6go-5 
ile PE es 
Caffava (commonly cailed Caffada) 
is a fpecies of bread made from the 

ee 9 jae nan 

root of aplant of the fame name, by 
Ss ss Lint 
The water, or juice, which 
paration, is 


remaining part 


i t tt 
poifonous, but the 
after being dried, 
iron-plates is both wholefome and pa- 

it i ry, or toafted, and it 
latable, it is eaten dry, oF toafted, an 


or baked on thick 


alfo makes excellent puddings. 


J remain, &c, &c. 


© Biblioteca Nacional de Espana) 


LETTER XVE 
To — we 


St. John’s, Antigua, 
June 1, 1787. 
Dear Sir, 


HE fruits of this little {pot 
are highly delicious, and furpafs, 
in richnefs of flavor, thofe of the 
neighbouring iflands, of which the 
pine apple, the orange, and the 


The pines of this ifland are fuperior to 
all others, both in fize and tafte, there 


are 


are two forts, 

black, 

proper feafon, as y 
for two or three fhillings fterling, as 


~\ Lov) 
would fill a buihel. 


The orange (China as well a os 

; * Alay _ e S 
exceeds in fize and flavor, the sp 
F 


oat 1 
or Portuguefe, at leait fu 
ported to the Lon 
very cheap, it being common to 
chafe from fix to €! 


three farthings fterling. 


the name of v iro 

its great fimilarity to that fub& 

an elegant and agreeable 

with or without bread, but c 

tafted within the tropies on account 


its perifhable quality. 
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eee r 6 

e are likewife C: L 7 ] 
hicl ary and medicinal herbs, roots, and 
: trees, produced in this ifland of the 


the 


fun. 


Several flight fhocks of. eartl 


within this laft fortni sht, but happi 


tended with i sfequences, never 


of punch, to which i : thelefs they are u eafant vifitants. 
the moft 


The 


J remain, &c. &c. 


LETTER XVI 


SF was a 


St. John’s,, Antigua; 
June 12, 1787. 
Dear Str, 


HE yam is a coarfe but whole- 
fome root, irregular in its form, 
weighing from one to three or four 
pounds, and is covered with a dark 
brown rin 
feafon, 
: out 
: ufficiently ripe, it very: 
commonly produces fluxes.. 


The e 


quality, 
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quality, is an excellent root, about the 
fize of a fmall crab apple, and has a 
coarfe brown covering. It is principally 
ufed in foups, as a thickener; from this 
nutritious vegetable, and the yam the 
negroes and colored people derive the 
greater j tof their fubfiftance.. The tops 
or leaves, when boiled, are in 
fimilar to E ; 
leaves of the pri 


thofe of another -d; 


weedy, ockrah, plantains, _ bananas, 


jotatoes, fquafhes, and various 
Indian peas, are produced here 
in abundance. We have alfo fundry 
culinary exoticks, fuch as Englith peas, 
carrots, turnips, lettuces, radifhes, cab- 
bages, &c. none of which are fo 
good as when produced in their native 
foil, and what is rather extraordinary, the 
feeds produced from thefe plants, are 

unfit 


ae 


Sa 
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unfit for fowing, therefore thofe perfons 
rho find it worthy their attention to 
raife them, muft procure feed annually 
y 
n London. 


e Oaa oe ore = hes is2 


its name is extr 
yhich in billious compla 
fuperior to any thing yet aikaiacas are 


a 


of a fine fhining black, ftreaked with a 
brilliant yellow, the oil is made by ex- 
preffion and decoction; the exprefied. 
fort is by far the moft preferable, as 
being lefs liable to rancidity, and ap- 
pears in color and. confiftence like a 
ftrong mucilage of the finelt gum 
arabic. 


Tha 


2 he 


ie ee 
The manganil, or manchineel, is the 


frudtive tree in the univerfe, 


ik of the largeft is between 
two and three feet’ in ci ircumfe fe 
ence; the bark is fmoo 
that of the bay, but rather finaileky 


flowers of a faint red, the fruit bears a 


near refemblance to ‘the golden pippin, 
but inclofes a ‘ftone, and is a moft 
fubtle poifon ; the fap drawn from its 
body or branches, is the moft venomous 
of poifons ; the duft that falls from its 
flowers is poifon, and the very droppings 
from its beautiful leaves after rain are 


poifon. 


The cabbage tree in point of lofti- 
nefs exceeds the whole vegetable crea- 
tion, being from fixty to eighty feet in 
height. It is perfedtly ftraight, and its 
top is furnifhed with a bunch or tuft of 

leaves 
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Jeaves which inclofes the cabbage, and 
is faid to be. good eating when boiled, 


It is a very pleafant pickle. | LEP tT ER XVill: 


The tamarind tree, the fruit of 
which is well known to Europe, in its 


To— —. 


preferved ftate, grows here luxuriantly, 


q c 


ling afi ade n St. John’s, Antigua, 


1 Fune 24, 17875 


its leaves and the number of. its 
branches. | Dear Sir, 
AHE good folks of this place are as 
Cotton and ginger are natives here, ftrangely civil as any people in the 
bout yeni Mile attended ita: world. The fexton of the parifh called 
on me yefterday morning, and invited 
me to the funeral of a Mr. ———, 
“« My friend (faid 1), you muft be mis- 
taken, 1 did not know the perfon.” 
“ That does not fignify (he replied), I 
am ordered to invite any gentleman 
or lady that I think proper.” I accepted 
the invitation, being determined to fee 
E and 


I remain, &c, &c. 
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and know every thing I could that might 
ferve to elucidate the character of the 
inhabitants of this place. ‘ I am much 
obliged to you, (faid 1) and will certainly 
be at the houfe in time, but pray, Sir, 


is this mode of invitation cuftomary?” 


*€ Quite fo” (anfwered the fexton). As 
foon as he was gone, having but a fhort 
time to prepare myfelf, I looked out my 
fables, dreffed, and went to the habita- 
tion of the deceafed. I was afked into 
the hall, where two gentlemen and one 
lady, mourners like myfelf, were feated. I 
found I was in good time to fee every pro- 
ceeding; I obferved the fide-board well 
ftored with liquors and cakes ; the negroe 
men dreffed in white jackets and 
breeches, with black ribbons tied round 
their arms; the women in white tenahs*, 

jackets 


* A head-drefs, compofed of one or more-hand- 


kerchiefs, put on in a manner peculiar to thefe 
people. 
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jackets and petticoats, and ribbons the 
fame asthe men. In about half an hour 
after my arrival the company began to 
come in very faft, and in lefs than an 
hour I numbered feventy and upwards 
within and without doors; after being 
well fupplied with burnt wine and other 
liquors, for about another hour, the 
undertaker gave the company to under- 
ftand, that fuch of them who wifhed to 
fee the corpfe, muft walk into the ad- 
joining room; a dozen or more followed 
this finifher of fortunes, and I brought up 
the rear: The firft thing that prefented it- 
felf was the coffin of the deceafed, which 
was placed upon two tables, and three or 
four negroe and mulatto women crying 
and making a noife over it, as if in real 
forrow ; indeed I thought no otherwife 
of their'tears and fighs, but as proceed~ 
ing from heartfelt grief, until 1 was un- 

E2 deceived 


ers [ 76 ] 


deceived by a gentleman who told me it 
was merely a matter of ‘cuftom: ) We 
were now put in order of proceffion, the 
undertaker and his affiftants "having pre- 
vioufly decorated the perfons of the pall 
bearers, and a few fele&t friends of the 
departed, with fcarfs and hat-bands, the 
firft of Holland or Irih, fufficient tomake 
a fhirt, and the latter of cambrick or long 
Jawn, enough for two pocket handker- 
chiefs, and when thus drefied, they 
have all the appearance of the under- 
takers porters or mutes with you; the 
proceffion now moved onward, fome 
walking in pairs, others riding in wifkys 
I kept myfelf the laft in the train, for the 
better obfervation of the mourners; had 
I the pencil of a Bunbury, I would 
here delineate their feveral afpedts. The 
clothes worn on thefe occafions, are, 
with but _a few exceptions, borrowed ; 

the 


be! 

the different makes, tie ine 
ting, and the ftill wat @ 
of the coats, difdaining to be 

10 hat hue to browa; put 
changed from that hue to D! 
when it is confidered that a fhirt and oe 
handkerchiefs, are frequently wane f 

i i ardly ca 

keeping a thing (coats I can har s 
I have feen) of this kind, 
fo doing are no doubt com- 
The hearfe is more like a 


fome which 
the parties 
mendable. 
London bottle cart,than any other carriage 
feen, and we imitate your 


} have ever : 
h- grizzled horfe 


nodding plumes, wit 
j ‘4 Td 
tails, fhaped not very unlike old wigs 
ails ia 
fixed upon a kind of moptfticks: fo much 


= ede ab? : 
for funerals. Adieu! r 


I remain, &c, &c. 
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Lier TOR KES 
To — —, 


St. John’s, Antigua, 
Tuly 6, 1787 
787. 
Dear Sir, 
HE frequent opportunities for 
Be: your great city, at this advanced 
feafon of the crop, affords me the plea 
fure of communicating to you my ideas 
a ervati 
nd obfervations, much oftener than I 
c 
a by packets only, I therefore make 
ufe of fuch favorable means, whenever 


I think the readi i 
think the reading of my epiftles might 
give you fatisfaion. 3 


Being now about to commence my 


rela- 


Gm: 

relation of the food, labor, and treat- 
ment of flaves within this ifland, it may 
not be uninterefting to you, to be pre- 
yioufly acquainted with the mode of 
conveying thefe unfortunate people to 
our fhores, and the method of difpofing 
of them when brought hithers for the 
firft part 1 can only {ay it comes from 4 
perfon whofe veracity is undoubted, for 
the laft, my eyes have been witnefies to 
the act. 


The flave trade, from the Britifh do- 
minions, is principally carried on by the 
merchants of Liverpool, Briftol does 4 
little, and London lefs. Slaves are for 
che greateft part kidnapped, and many 

| into the hands of the traders, from 

ng prifoners of war to fuch of the 
ry princes, whom the white men, 
ack agents, have caufed to 

E4 commit 


[ 80 ] 
commit hoftilities on each other for the 
Particular purpofe of procuring the 
miferable Captives as freight for their 
thips, 


When a flave fhip arrives onthe coaft, 
it is not generally a confideration with 
the captain or fupercargo, what number 
of thefe people their veffel will take 
conveniently, but how many they can get, 

is the object; confequently even cane 


1 2 
mon humanity has no concern whatever 


bs 1. 
in the employ, and it is cuftomary to 
crowd as many of them into the thip 


3 ent efforts can procure. Between 
aes Sas ee the room al- 
obs an, is about fix feet, by 
ixteen inches ; women and children have 

a finaller, but proportionate allowan 
very little regard is even paid to this rule 
of accomodation, although ‘ 
fmall 


f % J 
ftnall, and they are frequently fo clofely, 
ftowed together, as to be unable to lie 
down in any pofition but on one fide. 
The captain and officers look . with 
particular attention to their own fecurity, 
for no fooner are the flayes on board, 
but the men are chained together in 
couples, the right hand and leg of one, 
to the left hand and leg of the other, 
When they are ordered up, which is ge- 
nerally when the watch is relieved, at 
eivht o’clock in the morning, as each pair 
thus joined afcend from the hatches, 2 
chain is paffed thro’ their irons, and made 
faft by ring bolts to the deck; and the 
precaution is abfolutely neceflary for the 
well doing of this nefarious commerce, 
left, if permitted the free ufe of their 
limbs, a fpark « f Heaven-born liberty 
fhould infpire them with revenge againit 
their enflavers. In this fituation (if the 

EB 5 weather 
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weather permits) they continue eight or 
ten hours, during which time they are 
fed, and the decks below cleanfed, from 
fuch filth which is alone fufficient in one 
day to breed contagion. The women 
and children flaves, are not fhackled, 


Thus are the degraded fons of Africa 
brought to the Weft-Indian fhores; and 
they are treated in the following manner 
on their arrival here, previous to the 
day of fale: As foon as the anchor is 
over the veffel’s fide, and the captain 
gone on fhore to give in his account of 
the cargo, the flaves are brought upon 
deck (having been fhaved fome days be- 
fore they made the land), where they 
are cleanfed from the ftench and vermin 
contracted on the paflage, and their 
{kins rubbed ‘with oil or greafe, to give 
them a fleek appearance, This bufinefs 

being 


[#3 1 
done, they are fént on fhore, 
- the care of fome petty officers and 
amen, to the merchant to whom the 
argo is configned, who depofits thern 
altopetl her in an empty ftore or ware- 
houfe, contiguous to the wharfs, when 


after being adv vertifed for fale, and.walked 
about the town, preceded by a drum 
beating.and flag flying, tor the purpofe 
of attraGting the attention of the in- 
habitants to the perfons about to be 
fold; and. when the merchant has fent 
written notices of the time of fuch fale 
to the planters. or others, whom he 
thinks likely to become purchafers, the 
fale is announced by a trumpet founding, 
while the fhip’s erifign, or fome other 
flag is difplayed from a window, or 
from the top of the ap ace Pee the 
negroes are depofited; 


the whites to fee thef 
E 6 
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that the doors of fuch receptacles are 
crowded almoft as much as thofe of the 
theatre, when the immortal Garrick, 
or the inimitable Siddons, were to 
reprefent the fineft paffages from our 
greateft and moft favored poets, 


The purchafers of flaves are as par- 
ticular in examining them before they 
ftrike a bargain, as a butcher, at Smith- 
field market, when dealing for fheep. 
As foon as bought, they are walked to 
the refpective plantations of their owners, 
where the hoe is frequently put into 
hands,» hitherto unufed to labor, and as 
foft as the fineft lady’s in Europe, 
Thefe cargoes average from thirty-feven 
to forty pounds fterling per head. 


Iremain, &c. &c. 


‘. 


LE T- 


St. John’s, Antigua, 


Fuly 20, 1787+ 


Dear Sik, 

HE buildings, on a fugar plantation, 
Wee iorae= 
confitt of a windor cattle mill(fome 
times both),.a boiling houfe, a curing 
fe for fermenting the liquor 

houfe, a houfe for fer menting tl a 
or wath, from which rum 1s diftilled ; 
"Fhe great houfe where the proprietor 
ally tre Fi 
generally refices; ay 
houfes for the overfeers, {tore noules 
for grain, ftock houles, and negroe huts. 


, 2 
The great houfe, if the owner of thi 


he manager’s houfe, 


plantation is an abfentee, and in other 
cafes 
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cafes where feyeral-eftates are the pro 
yerty of one mah, who may’be a ref : 
dent, and have houfes of this dchettosion 
on every one of them, then they Pa let 
out as free tenancy’s; which is, ‘that ihe 
occupiers of fuch dwellings are allowed 
to live in them rent free, on epndigce 
that -himfelf and family anfwers - hie 
public as fervants to the aes 
whereon he refides, and thereby a ‘tide 
is made to the owner out of his tks, 
of forty pounds currency, for ak 
white man inhabitant, and twenty ee 
for every white woman inhabitant. And 
notwithitanding the good folks of this 
ifle are as proud as any in the world 
Bi SS aré many (fuppofing cher. 
ves of no fmal : be] i 
little soning? eho a 
1 nit to be 
returned at the proper office, under 
the defcription juft now shentioted. 


In 


i o4 


fn England fuch a fituation would 
be looked on as & degradation from 


genteel life, but here the dignity of 
the perfon is not leffened by thi: 
fabmiffion; but admitting that to be the 
cafe, and allowing the feclings of fuch 
people to remain unhurt, ftill 2 very 
excellent local law, 4 law of the fir 
utillity to the ifland, a. law adrnirably. 
calculated by the wifdom of the early 
fettlers, which went to oblige owners of 
eftates to keep a proportionate number 
of real white fervants to their flaves, 
is fhamefully evaded. This impolitic 
proceeding, together with incorporating 
the ten acre lands (formerly held by 
poor white fettlers) with the larger 
eftates has been (together with the cul- 
tivating the ceded iflands) the means of 
decreafing the population of whites here, 
nearly in the proportion of one half 


within the laft forty years. 
The 
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The principal tax of this country is a 
poll-tax on flaves of every defcription, 
at the rate of fix-f llings per head, 
this currency, annually, and every flaye- 
holder is obliged to fwear once a year, 
before the proper officer, to the number 
he poffeffés under the penalty of a fine 

for every fingle omiffion, 


The negro houfes or huts, are moftly 
built of ftone, well thatched, and as dry 
2 2 J 


and comfortable as any of that defcrip- 
tion of buildings in England. I forgot 
to tell you, in the foregoing part of 
this letter, that the {tills are in the open 
air, 


Tremain, &c, &c. 


LETTER. XXI. 


To ——, 


Saint John’s, Antigua; 
- Aug. 15 1787+ 
Dear Sik, 
ETE cane holes, which, thro 

T this ifland, are dug with hoes, 
four feet fquare, one foot deep, ane 
about four feet afunder; at the di 
of every eighty holes is an inte ‘ 
carriage way, from twenty to thirt 
wide, and e@ fpaces 
terfeé& each other atm 
more free admi © Pe 
ing commences in September, and Be ner- 
all The beft me- 


ally finifhes in Janua ae 
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thod of encreafine this ufeful fpeci : 
thod of encreafing this ufeful fpecies of 


vegetation, is by laying in each hole, 
two plants, which fhould be pieces of 
new cane, (the moft fucculent being 
by far the beft), placing their eyes 
horizontally, and covering them about 
an inch thick with mold. The cane 
comes into the higheft perfection for 
cutting in fourteen, fifteen, or fixteen 
months, according to the foil and 
weather, and the crop commonly com- 
mences in January, continuing, if a 
favorable feafon till the latter end of July, 
during the time of the crop the flaves 
look better, although harder worked, 
which muft be attributed to the free 
ufe of the cane, which might almoft be 


than at any other part of the year, 
) 


Lric a ; ] 1 i 
faid to be co lly in. their mouths, 
while the mi i 


not oni 


[ot J 

but exceedingly nutritious. Every part 
of this extraordinary plant is highly 
ufeful; the body affording the juice that 
is manufaétured into fugar, the dregs 
of which is molafiés, from whence, by 
diftillation, rum.is produced. The tops 
are food for cattle, and the lower leaves, 
called trath, ferve to mix with dung 
for manuring, or are burnt on the ground 
to deftroy vermin and infects. The 
magof, which is the remains of the 
cane, after expreffion by the mill, is 
the beft of fuel for the boiling houfe 
and diftillery. 


und is the heavieft 


Holing in fiff gr 
8 


cy 
labor that negroes can be put to; I 
think the plough might be ufed with 
faccefs on the greater part of this ifland, 
to the relief of the flave and confequent 


emolument of the planter. 


What 
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What fhipping now remains in this 
harbour, muft before midnight, to 
prevent double infurance. . This, comes 
by a Capt. R n, with whom I have 
twice crofied the atlantic, who will deliver 
it perfonally; he is a worthy charatter, 
and has more of the gentleman in his 
behavior, than ufually falls to the lot of 
the commander of a merchant-man ; 
not that I with to infinuate the leaft idea 
of difrefpe€& towards that ve ry ufeful 
part of fociety, particularly thofe con- 
cerned in this trade, who are taken in 
general, genteel, refpectable, and well- 
behaved men. 


I remain, &c. &c, 


T2593" 4] 


LE, Fd ER XX, 


Jo— —, 


St.- John’s 


port of a Riitte flave, is three 
week, and althoug 
very trifling and infufficient, it 
y preferred by them, to being 
fed from the tables of their mafters or 
miftrefies. This defcription of flave 
are lodged in huts, erected in the yards 
ing to the houfes of their owners 
or employers, except fuch as are im- 
mediately engaged about their perfons. 


The 
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The weekly allowance of a field 
negro, is from three to five quarts of 
horfe beans, rice, or Indian corn, with 
three or four falt herrings, or a piece of 
falted beef or pork, of about two 
pounds weight ; but when the eftates 
have fuch provifions as yams, eddas, 
guinea corn, fweet potatoes, plantains, 
bananas, they are ferved in lieu of 

the former, andas nearly as poffible in the 
fame proportion. In addition to this 
lowance, every flave on a plantation, 
whether male or female, when: they 
have attained their 14th or 15th year, has 
a piece of ground, from twenty five, to 
thirty feet {quare, allotted to them, which 
by fome is induftrioufly and advantage- 
oufly cultivated, and by others totally 
negleéted. Thefe patches are found to 
be of material benefit to the country, 


their produce principally {upplying the 


funday 


j tc 


a 
funday market (which is the greatef 
throughout the week, from being the 
negroes holiday) with vegetables. They 
are alfo allowed to raife pigs, goats, and 
fowls, and it is by their attention to 
thefe articles, that the whites are pre- 
vented from ftarving, duri 

of the yea 

thefe coafts with fafety. 

The clothing of a field flave confifts 
of a blanket, which ferves them not only 
to fleep upon.(tho’ fome have beds of 
dried plantain leaves), but to faften about 
their bodies in damp weather, alfo a 
piece of woolen cloth, called a babbaw, 
which goes round the waift, a blue 
woollen jacket, and a party colored cap, 
of the fame material. Their drink, as 
per allowance, is water. When fick 
they are attended by young dottors, 
whofe 
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whofe principals contraét with the 
owners of eftates, or their attorney’s, 
by the year, and the common price is 
fix-hillings. currency, equal to three- 
fhillings and nine-pence fterling, per 
head. It is the bufinefs of thefe affift- 
ants to vifit the eftates, thus put under 
the care of their employers, twice a week, 
and on every plantation is an hofpital or 
-houfe, where the flaves, as foon as 
ected with diforder, or having received 
hurt ‘(the latter of which frequently 

happens in crop time) are fent. 
places, at leaft fuch as have come within 
my obfervation, are as bad as you can 
well fuppofe, being not only deftitute of 
. almoft every convenience, but filthy in 
the extreme, and the attendants generally 
fuch negroes as are nearly fuperannuated 
or unfit for active employment. I am 
much furprifed how the medical gentle- 
men, 


ae 
ae 


men, even in’ the manner, this bufinefs 


is performed, can make it pay the ex- 
pences attending thereon, at fo {mall a 


premium, and indeed, I think it is im- 
poffible for them to get the keep of one 
of their horfes out of thefe undertakings 
although they fhould make ule of the 
very cheapeft drugs that can be procured, 
or, if even only of medicinal fimples, 
the growth of the ifland, 


A few days fince the clouds bore 
a threatening afpect, the wind alfo 
fhifted round the compafs; about two 
o’clock in the afternoon it began to 
blow hard, and continued, with little 
abatement, till four 
ing: houfe of a friend, 
about nine miles diftant from town, 


lowing morn- 


when it commenced, and intended to 


_ have gone home immediately, in order 


F to 
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to fecure my moft material concerns, in 
cafe it fhould increafe to a, hurricane, but 
he advifed me from 1t, by telling me, 
among other things equally alarming, 
that there had been inftances where man 
and horfe, unable to keep their footing, 
were blown down precipices and de- 
ftroyed; I therefore continued with him, 
until the ftorm was over, full of fears 
for the fafety of my property, which, on 
my return home, I found uninjured; and 
this little puff (fo it was called here) had 
done no other damage than fcattering a 
few fhingles, and driving a loop or two 
out to fea. 


I remain, &c. &c. 
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LETTER XXHt. 


To — i, 


St. John’s, Antigua, 
Oct. 35 3787+ 


Dear Sir, 


ie hes neeroes are turned out at fun 
Safed 


and employed in gangs from 

twenty to fixty, or upwards, under the 
infpection of white overfeers, generally 
poor Scotch lads, who, by their affiduity 
and induftry, frequently become mafters 
of the plantations, to which they came 
out as indentured fervants: fubordinate 
to thefe overfeers, are drivers, com- 
monly called dog-drivers, who are 
moftly black or mulatto fellows, of the 
F 2 wortt 
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wortt difpofitions; thefe men are fur- 
nifhed with whips, which, while on 
duty, they are obliged, on pain: of fevere 
punifhment, to have withsthem 
are authorized to flog wherever 
the leaft relaxation from labor; 

a confideration with them, ~ whe 
proceeds from idlenefs or inabili 
ing, at the fame time, little or no ree ard 
to age or fex. At twelve they are 
turned in (that is, leave off w k) to 
get what they can to-refrefh nature with; 
at half paft one the bell rings, when they 
turn out.and refume their Jabor until fin 
fet; for the laft hour they are chiefly 
employed in picking grafs for the cattle, 
belonging to the eftate, and when a fuf- 
ficiency is colleéted for that purpofe, 
they gather what they can for them- 
felyes, pack it up in bundles, which they 
carry to Saint John’s, on their heads, and 
fell 


ror J 
Il for one or more dogs, according to 


ntity or d 
Not a vefiel from Europe for fome- 
time -paft, of courfe no news for us 
tranfatlantic wanderers, Smith’s tavern, 
in bufy times, the great refort of 
tranfient people, is now taken up wholly 
by whift, cribbage, and all-fours; the 
parade, the ‘change of our merchants, 
dull, as rainy weather can make it, and 
what is worft of all, the little watch- 
maker’s fhop, from whence the fquibs 
of the day generally take wing, | is 
almoft deferted; the thunder, lightning; 
and heavy rains, feem to have driven 
falfe pride, envy, detraétion, fcandal, 


falfhood, nay the whole hoft of car- 
i into obfcurity; that they may 
is the with of him, who 


&c. &c. 


Bg 


LETTER XXIV. 


to — —, 


St. John’s, Antigua, 
Nov. 9, 178 
Dear Sir, nik 


HE punifhments inflicted on flaves 


in this ifland, are various and 
tormenting. The picket, is the moft 
fevere, but as its confequences are el 
known in Europe, particula:ly among 
the military, I fhall fpeak no Scthet 
upon it, than to fay it is feldom aie 
ufe of here, but many other seeks 
equally deftru@ive to life ee 
ife, though 
among which is the 


thu 


{ 103 J 
thumb-fcrew, a barbarous invention to 
faften the thumbs together, which 


appears to caufe excruciating pain. 


The iron necklace, is a ring, lock 
ed or rivetted about the neck; to 
thefe collars are frequently added what 
are here termed pot-hooks, additions, 
refembling the hooks or handles of 
a porridge pot, fixed perpendicularly, 
the bent’ or hooked parts turning 
outwards, which prevents the wearers 
from laying down their heads with any 
degree of comfort. The boots are 
{trong iron rings, full four inches in cir 
cumference,, clofed juft above the ancles, 
to thefe fome owners prefix a chain, 
which the miferable fufferers, if able 
to work, muft manage as well as they 
and it is not unfrequent to fee in 

the ftreets of this town, at mid-day, 
aroes chained together by thefe neck- 

EF 4 laces 
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ie s 
their dungeon for 
Fi 


breath the € frefh air, w 


never be. other 

owners. The 

fimilar to the boots, to which 

fpikes from three to four inches lone 
placed horizon tally. A chain fate ned 
about the. body with a padlock, is a 
other mode of tormenting ec 
prefied race of beings Ab y ii 
has not Bal ' , ne = 


paft, with 


ter from the country pond at the dif 


tance of half a mile = from the houfe o 


his miftrefs, who is an n old 

man. To the chains thus put on, @ 
fifty pounds weight is fometimes added; 
as an appendage ; this is undoubtedly 
a prudent meafure, and admirably 
ulated to ks ep the flaye. at 
home, as ag muft e prevent the 


& thus | fecured, 


fevere fl fundry othe: 
thods of tort unhappy people, 


as beft fuits capric r Invencuve 


cruelty of 


E>: 1663_] 
aforementioned punifhments are to thofe 
who have minds fraught with humanity, 
every application to the magiftrates to 
prevent the exercifing fuch feverities on 
thefe unfriended people, muft be inef 
fetual while there is no exifting law in 
the ifland code enabling them to take 
cognizance of the correétion of flaves 
by their proprietors. I could therefore 
prefume to advife thofe, to whom the 
power of making laws for the good go- 
vernment of the Britifh empire, both 
at home amd abroad, is delegated, to 
enact a law for eftablithing a committee 
of humanity, cornpofed of men of It 
berai principles, and fuch, no doubt, 
can be found, not only in this ifland, 
but alfo in-all thofe under the Britith 
government, who fhould have entire 
controul in all cafes between. the mafter 
and the flave. To thefe men all com- 


[ 17 J 

plaints fhould be made, and by noe 
and them only, fhould punifhments be 
directed; an actof fuch a nature, ns 
I truft, not only be applauded by a 
good men, but bring on the authors of it, 
the bleffings of Heaven, and “ee gras 
titude ofa numerous body of unfortu-- 
nate fellow creatures. 

Slaves, for criminal offences, have 
within thefe few years, been admitted 
to atrial by a jury of fix white = 
at which proceedings two juitices woe 
as judges. Theyare feldom hange ae 
iefs for murder, it being the intereft of t 3 
owners of fuch as are convicted, to ect 
them off, the country allowing the sp as $ 
but half the appraifed value of fach st . 

ei ization 

executed; they are therefore in m’ = ae 
fometimes fent off the ifland to be fle 

HOG A floop 


} Ae 
lly flogge ler the gallo 
generally flogged under the g 
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A floop of war arrived a few days 
fince at Englith Harbour, with an ac- “TER 
count of the greateft probability of a TgSiat seyrie® 
rupture with the French and Dutch, this 
news has put the people here into fpirits, 
as being likely to make money circulate, 
but I hope the matter in difpute (what- 
ever it is) may be fettled in fuch manner St. John’s, Antigua, 


#8 to prevent the fpilling of human pa ee 
blood, 


Jo ——. 


DEAR SiR, x 
LAVES are not permitted to marry 


confequently take ~ = 

Tremain, &c. &c, words, and nea sent 
and wives (as they term ther = 
and as often asthey pleafe. Ba gece is 
allowed by fome owners, but mie - 
mutt pay the prieft for Sees his office 
and the price is a dollar. N earecs ssi 
colored people are .not buried in. the 
fame church-yard) as hi sy evets 
if free; the diftin@tion, and th 
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which the European race claim over the 
African, are extended as far as they can 
poffibly 


: to the grave! but there they 
mult ceaf 


e,, and the hereafter, when the 
reign of human pride is over, will be di- 
rected according to the fear we have had 
of God,. and the love we have borne or 


ne 
during our e: ily ftate of 


s, or in efteem 
fellows, are numeroufly 
attended ; I have feen from one to two 


hundred men,, women, and children, 


follow a corpfe, decently -drefied. in 
white, which drefs has been: recom: 
mended: to them by the Methodift and 
Moravian preachers, wl meetings 
are crouded by thefe people, 
difcourfes they liften. with 


{x07 J 
sention. If the party deceafed has been 
chriftened, and their friends can afford to 
: he 
y for the ringing of the church bell, they 
pay for the ring a : 
way have that ceremony performed, as 


alfo the burial fervice, the firft of thefe is 
fometimes done,, the latter very feldom. 
‘The body is moftly inclofed ina wooden 
fhell or coffin, which, during the procef- 
fion to the grave, is covered with s Theet 
by way of pall, and fuch as have it in their 
power, bringliquor, fruit, &zc.to ees 
of their deceafed uncle or aunt, brother or 
fifter, (the common appellations, whe- 
ther related in confanguinity or not) 
which are confumed by the company: 
while things are getting into readinefs. 
Before 1 leave the fubject ohare 
burials, I cannot avoid remarking to 
you, one, among many other fingula- 
yities, poflefled by thefe people, as it 
will Serve to thew in what manner ga 
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tPpO as foon as the 
dys ht 3 ] 
ody 1s brought out of the place where 
pla vher 
itwas depofited, taken uy he fl 

s depofited, taken upon the fhoulders 
of the bearers, and | te 
we sts and ng 1€d In that 
1tuatio a tew  fec Ss, they 
few ol s, they (the 


rers) be 


her, as if forced 
impuife, 
Joss netime, 


themilelves with their retr 


one or two of the m 


E303] 


to their friends, who are very 


what has happened, and 


mitee, (the ne 
ing God Aln 
who have done them 


dium always appeafes the 
nent, 


then goes quietly to interm 


This exor- 


deft 


Pees 
unc, wno 


I remain, &c, &c. 
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}faxen-hair, and complexioned equal 
EI almoft to. any on your fide the water, 
but fuch people fetch a lower price than 
blacks, vU they are tradefmen, be- 
To— —, caufe the purchafers cannot employ them 
in the drudgeries to which negroes are 


put too; the colored men, are there- 
fore moftly brought up to trades or em- 
ployed as houfe flaves, and the women 


, C H ae -. defcription af ally. 
HE general idea oF Biindeaas of this defcription are generally pro- 
a 


St. John’s 


ip 
8» Antigu 
eu, [FUa». 
Fan. 1, 1788. 


{titutes. When taken into keeping by 


that black 
s only are fl ; 
1aV€S. $ . 1 : -y 
Pike white men, they drefs in avery ridiculous 


very erro s 
cry troneous, for flavery exte 


every def s nee : 
ery delcendant of negroes “(fl - manner, afiuming the name of their 
fave ate Beak 
men, fuch a Cares) keeper for the time being and laying it 
» fuch as mulattoes 52 D 
and quarteroons, and tl eee afide when turned off. There are per- 
: > phan ahe tea he tw - Po - 
ioned,. are frequent] pee fons in this iland who let out their fe- 
Enolith: : Frequently as fair as f res ee 
Omen, a male flaves for the particular purpofe of 


have been ha 


latter men 


ich of them : ; 2 
fornication, and that, as well as public cly. 


rr. a oe 
ite, c . = ’ 5 ari A ‘ 4 
» Or tot : 8 i is confidered h 


merely 


are much more 
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ofié fr enamoratos, from a dread of 
pu than a white would be, or 
laws of the co untry faffer, 
uncommon for fome 


erwife feverely cor- 
miftreffes. © This 
n ftrikes at the root of honor- 
jagements with the fair, prevents 
» thereby, detrimental 

to the Increafe of legitimate popu 


* 


T-%e | 
i i Chriftmas-day 
three days, ~including © Chriftmas-day, 
dnd fo careful: are they to prevent any 
: } ivi = 
encroachment on ‘this. privilege, that 
re their owners to give them’ double 
were th ner ae 
the time in lieu thereof, at any other 
z . 
feafon of the year, they would not ac- 
cept it. A gentleman fome years ago 
iz z oO 
fre ® Ae 
was murdered here by his flaves, purely 
becaufe he obliged them to work on 
Cau 


the days appointed for holidays. 


much 
I cannot help telling you how n : 


afon of 
I wifh to be with you at this fez 


4 
jai e cheerft 
oO jein in th : ; 
F F Hs { nd dance, and 
holiday re ate 
he h 
joke ; to be uy : 
rorth ie and wifh him 
my wort ' 


EET LT RE, 
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of years, thereby rejoining the fociety 
of a fele& few, whofe acquaintance I 
have fo many worthy reafons to be 
proud of, 


Hail friendfhip ! Softener of the human heart : 
The happy few, who offer at thy fhrine, 

Care cannot wound with half fo deep a ftroke, 
As meets the felfifh churl, when ills furround. 
And ills will come, tho’ Virtue guards the door. 


St. John’s, » 


Fan. 27, 
Dear Sir, 
E. begin to feel fomewhat alive 


P here, a theatre is eftablifhed 
IT remain, &c. &c. 3 2 


the performers gentlemen of the ifland, 
the profits of whofe ¢ tions are to 


be applied towards raifing 

compleating the Free-mafons lodge (al- 
ready in fome forwardnefs), at .the eaft 
end of the town, The gentlemen en- 
gaged in this undertaking, deferve much 


praife, not only for their endeavors to 
pleafe and enliven the public, but alfo 
from 
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from a defire of adding to their capital, 
a place both of ornament and utility, 
and which bade fair, without their ex- 
ertions, to have remained fome years to 
come in the fame unfinifhed ftate it has 
been for thefe two or three years pat. 
This building, when completed, is in- 
tended for various public ufes, independ- 
ant of the purpofes of mafonry. 


houfe opened on the 
with Venice Preferved, 
an occafional prologue; 
$ entertainments were. well 


received by a numerous and genteel 


audience, and upwards of one hundred 
pounds fterling was taken. On the 24th the 
fame play was repeated, with Foote’s 
piece, The Mayor of Garratt, 
which gave as much fatisfaction as the 
firft performance had done,. and brought 
nearly 


[> rea J 
nearly the fame fum into the theatrical 
treafury. 1 shall not boaft of the bril- 
liancy of the {cenery and decorations, or 
of the elegance of the drefles ; fuffice it 
to fay, they furpafs, by far, what I have 
feen belonging to itinerant companies in 
England. The orcheftra is compofed 
of the band of the 67th regiment, under 
the direction of a Mr. Green, organift 
of the church in this town, affifted by 
a Mr. Van Ruyven. Mr. G.is a com- 
plete mafter of the mufical fcience, 
and very obligingly undertook this 
laborious tafk, to add to the public 
pleafure ; I believe no other perfon, on 
this fide the atlantic, ‘could conduct a 
bufinefs of the kind, with more ability 
and judgment. The houfe is divjded 
into boxes and pit only; the price of 
admiffion into the firft, is two dollars 
(about nine fhillings fterling); and to 
the latter a dollar and a half. 
G 


fers? ] 

The mills are moftly about (the 
term with us when grinding), but what 
the crop will produce, time only can de- 
termine. An infect, called the Borer, 
has found its way into the canes. This 


deftroyer perforates the rind of the plant 
y Pp 


and works to a joint or partition, then 
turns out and reperforates till the cane, 
thus attacked, is entirely ruined. I have 
feen whole pieces,- on as fine land as this 
country affords, rendered totally ufelefs, 
by the ravages of this infeét, and where 
the evil is only partial, the fuger pro- 
duced from fuch canes, is of the worft 
quality, and bears the appearance of. 
tar. From a hope of eradicating this 
deftruétive creature, the planters burn 
off fuch pieces as are very much in- 
feéted,” and this. method,” if ‘properly 
purfued, will probably annihilate them. 


{ 123 ] 


On the 11th inftant, about half paft 
nine in the evening, 1 felt a flight fhock 
of the’earth. “1 begin to be ufed to 
them, and they now hardly alarm me. 
That the Almighty may keep you from 
every harm is the hope—the with of 


Yours, &c, &c, 
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LET TER XXVIIL 


Tj —— 


t. John’s, Antigua, 

Feb. 7, 1788. 

Dear SIR, 

HA Tis it I hear from you? 
Not only that every appearance 
of war has fubfided, but that the Britifh 
legiflature have ferious thoughts of re- 
forming the abufes in, if not totally 
abolifhing the flaye-trade to Africa, 
and flavery in the Welt-Indies ? Is 
there not fufficient {cope in the vait 
fields of Indoftan, for the virtue and 
juftice of a Britith fenate to exercife its 


humane influence without extending 
the 


[5 4 

the bleffings of peace and brotherly 
love to the unfortunate Africans, ‘ there- 
by interfering with the concerns of the gay, 
the volatile Welt-Indian? I think I hear 
you fay— No! let the banners of li- 
berty, whicharethofe of juftice, andvirtue 
alfo, be difplayed in their fulleft glory, in 
every clime under the Britifh govern- 
ment.” I join with you in the with, 
and’ condemn the traffic to Africa, 
for human flefh and blood, as the moft 
abominable, the moft to be abhorred 
of any fpecies of commerce ever car- 
ried on by our countrymen ; it is a dif 
grace to thofe excellent laws we boatt, 
and to the enlightened age we live in; 
it tends to the corruption of morals, 
and is totally repugnant to the imme- 
diate order of the Creator, delivered by 
the heavenly hoft, when t 

entered the world. ** Glor 

G3 
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bigheft, and on earth peace, good will, to- 
wards men.’ Neverthelefs, if the African 
flave trade is abolifhed, and if flavery is 
ftill continued here, fome wholefome laws 
for the better cloathing and feeding of 
flaves will be abfolutely neceffary, for 
population will not increafe under the 
difadvantages of hard labor, and in- 
different food. and raiment, and I have 
not a doubt, that if’ thefe people were 
well fed, and treated in fuch a manner as 
human beings ought to be treated, the 
ftock of negroes already on this ifland,’ 


would be fufficient. for all its pur- 


pofes, without any further fupplies from 
Africa, I do not advance this as a mere 
matter of fpeculation, but fpeak from 
faéts, and fhall adduce inftances of 
them. On the eftate of Mr. Martin 
(late treafurer to the Princefs Dowager 
of Wales) not one tenth of the negroes 
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are Africans, and fuch of them as are 
from that country are the anceftors of 
the younger Creole flaves. On Sir 
Ralph Payne’s eftate, out of upwards ' 
of five hundred as fine flaves as any in 
the ifland, I have been well informed, 
there is not even ten falt-water negroes § 
other plantations could be mentioned, 
where the flaves, Africans and Creoles, 
are nearly in the fame proportion asthofe 
already fpoken of, but as two, is as fut 
ficient as two hundred to thew you that 
what I have advanced on the fubjec&t of 
propagation can be, nay is, effected by 
good ufage, I fhall not trouble you with 
a third. The climate is fimilar to their 
own, but generally faid to be better, there- 
fore the mortality among’ them, cannot 
withjuftice be placed to thataccount. Now 
Gnefs of abolition takes place 

G4 and 


© Biblioteca Nacional de Espana| 


[ “128 j 

“and if there is-not avery tharp look our 
kept, to prevent the fmuggling of the 
produce of this ifland to the flave- 
‘market; which I fhould fuppofe will be 
‘the ifland of St, Euftatia (as proba 
+; the French, Dutch, and Ame- 
Yicans will be for pufhing this trade 
when abandoned by the Britith) it 
will tend much to the hurt of the re- 
venue and be a means of weaken- 
ing our great national bulwark, the 
Navy; firft, by the lofs of the four 


and half per cent received here on the 
fhipment of goods ; 


duties when arriy 


Owners, 


number of veffels em 
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as a heavy tax upon the planter, with= 
out benefitting the mother country in 
the {mallet degree, for what with the 
coft of the flaves, at the foreign-market, 
and the expences attending thereon, 
they will ftand him in double the price 
they are now purchafed for. This 
is as it {trikes me, but no doubt when 
fach an-event takes place, the wifdom 
and vigilance of a Britith Parliament, 
will previde every matter neceffary to 
give the law its full effect. 


I remain, &c. &c. 
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LETTER XXIX. 


To— —, 


St. John’s, Antigua, 
March 1,.1788. 


Dear Sir, 

We killing a flave, is, by 
a law of this ifland, finable only ; 

but there is another act of this legiflature, 
more cruel by far even than that, which 
ftipulates the price of blood, as being 
more extenfive in its confequences, by 
fubjecting fuch as are abfolutely free to all 
the rigid local laws of this ifland and the 
concomitant horrors annexed to flavery, 
which is, that if a negroe or colored 
ftranger, is found idling (that is out of 
employ, and it muft be with much dif- 
ficulty, 
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ficulty, and ftrong recommendation, that 
a free perfon can get employment), he 
or fhe is to be taken up and put into the 
common jail, and advertifed by the Mar- 
fhal, by name, for anowner, as a fup- 
pofed runaway, which advertifement is 
repeated two or three times, and if the 
party, fo made public, is not owned in a 
time limited therein, he or fhe is fold by 
public auction (here called vendue) to 
the beft bidder, under an order figned 
by two magiftrates. Thus is a free perfon, 
from a difference in complexion only, 
made a flave, from not having it in their 
power to obtain bufinefs, in a country 
which feldom employs -any others but 
flaves; and although thefe a&ts are the 
moft diabolical ever paffed by any fet of 
men, holding the office of: legiflators, 
they are zhe alts of ai d belonging to 
Great Britain, Notwithftanding which, 
G6 the 


are 
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the people here (independant of their 
laws) are not in general more cruel 
than in England, but where indivi- 
duals are poffefled of hard-heartedefs, 
and where they are dead to the feelings 
of human mifery, this is the place to 
exereife the unworthinefs of their dif- 
pofitions ; this is the place to gratify 
every low and inordinate paffion of the 
foul, in its fulleft extent. But. there 
is a hope fromthe known humanity, and 
found underftanding of the Governor, 
Council, and Affembly, that both thefe 
aborninable acts will fhortly be repealed ; 


for as men ating under a government 
whofe boaft is “ the equal diftribution 
of juftice,” they muft look on thofe 
Jaws as a difgrace to their ftatute book, 
which places one fellow creature fo much 
in the power of another, and, I hope, 


never to have caufe, even to think, that 


any” 
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any fet of enlightened men can entertain 
fuch abftraéted notions of liberty, as to 
fuffer fuch cruel impofitions to remain 
any longer in force. Jamaica, J am in- 
formed, has fet an example to the other 
iflands, worthy of imitation, by expung- 
ing the firft mentioned of thefe odious 
aéts from their records, and it is now 
felony, without benefit of clergy, in 
that ifland, for the wilful murder ef a 
flave.——Many flaves, who cannot pro~ 
perly be faid to be murdered, die from a 
want of care, or continual ill-ufage, 
which the law (thofe who are to admin- 
ifter it being willing) cannot take cog- 
nizance of; thefe unfortunate people, not 
being allowed the benefit of a coroner’s 
inqueft, and from the nature of the 
climate, which brings on putridity im- 
mediately after death, they are hurried 
to the grave almoft as foon as the breath 

has 
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has left their bodies ; where inquiry 
ceafes. Indeed petfons of the firft con- 
fequence are moftly buried within 
twenty-four hours after their deceafe, 


Slaves are obliged, under a penalty of 
a flogging, to quit the ftreets, of this 
town, at bell ring, about a quarter be- 
fore ten, at which time the nightly 
watch is fet; thefe guardians of noc- 
turnal repofe, confift of fifty white men, 
and half of that number are, or fhould 
be, upon duty every night, but this bu- 
finefs is very indifferently performed, 
and the remiffnefs is faid to be owing to 
the public, being confiderably in arrears 
to the watch fund. 


I remain, &c, &c. 


[eagseal 


LETTER XXX. 


To— —. 


St. John’s, Antigua, 
March 14, 1788, 

Dear Sir, 
EGROES are very fond of the 
difcordant notes of the banjar, 


and the hollow found of the toombah! 


The banjar is fomewhat fimilar to the 
guittar, the bottom, or under part, is 
formed of one half of a large calabafh, 
to which is prefixed a woodenneck, andit 
is ftrung with cat-gut andwire. This in- 
ftrument is the invention of, and was 
brought here by the African negroes, 


who are moft expert in the performances 
_thereon, 
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thereon, which are principally their ownt 
country tunes, indeed I do not remem- 
ber ever to have heard any thing like 
European numbers from its touch. The 
toombah is fimilar to the tabor, and has 
gingles of tin or thells; to this mufic (if 
it deferves the name) I have feen a 
hundred or more dancing at a time, 
their geftures are extravagant, but not 
more fo than the principal dancers at your 
Opera-houfe, and, I believe, were fome 
of their fteps and motions introduced 
into the public amufements at home, by 
French or Italian dancers, they would be 
well received; I co not mean, by the bye, 
to indicate this the movements of thefe 
fables are altogether graceful, but their 
agility and the farprifing command of 
their limbs, is aftonifhing ; this can. be 
accounted for only by their being habitu- 
ated to a warm climate, were elatticity is 
more 


ae 

more general than in the colde 
The principal dancing time 1s 0! st 
afternoons, when the great market : 
over (the nature and utility of whic n 
I propofe to give you in my next), me 
fa& Sunday is their day of trade, _ 
day of relaxation, their day of pleafure, 
and may, in the frricteft fenfe of the 
words, be called the negroes holiday. 


x latitudes: 
n Sunday 


+ 1s ip 
Our theatre has attraétions, whether 


ties of the gentle- 


SS Be. 
it is owing to the abili 
er from the attentions 


men performers, mn 
paid the fair, who vifit it in great nm 
ae js not for me to deters ne, but 

have generally good houles. 


on tis 


rite you particulars 
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LETTER XXXL. 


To — — 


Saint John’s, Antigua, 
March 28, 1788. : 


presen I promifed you an account 
yen the Sunday market, and will now 
. sige that promife. This market i 
held at ike 
an ue fouthern extremity of thé 
n, on the land of John Otto Baijer 

. She : ‘dea 
fa AB three roads, leading to 
iflands, Bermudian Valley. pill 

Y> an 


1 
h Hart f is ab x 
: Har bour, and is about as large 
in as Vi rex sass an 
alfemblage n ea re is 
r ge of many hundred negroes 
Bs rt 


oultry, 


Pigs, 


and mulat 
1 T t Ss exnnt ¥ E 
attoes expofe, for file, f 
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pigs, kids, vegetables, fruit, and other 
things ; they begin to affemble by day- 
break and the market is generally 
crouded by ten o’clock ; this is the pro- 
per time to purchafe, for the week, fuch 
articles as are not perithable: The noife 
occafioned by the jabber of the negroes, 
and the fqualling and cries of the children 
bafking in the fun, exceeds any thing 1 
ever heard in a London market: The 
{mell is alfo intolerable, proceecung from 
the ftrong effluvia, naturally arifing from 
the bodys of thefe people, and from the 
ftinking falt-fifh and other offencibles 
fent for fale by huckfters, which the 
negroes will buy, even when in the'laft 
{tage of rottennefs, to feafon their pots 
with, and 1 do not xageerate when I 
fay that the nottrills will receive the 
fracrance of this place, when, at the 
diftance of a full quarter of a mile i 


SSE 


SaaS 
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it, to leeward. About three o'clock 
bufinefs is nearly over, when the huck- 
fters fhops are filled, and their doors 
crouded, and new rum grog is {willed in 
large quantities to the benefit of the 
retailers and deftrudtion of the hegroes; 
fome, as I before wrote you, dance, 
others play at dice (as they call it) with 
{mall hells, and frequently lofe, not only 
every dog that they have been working 
for through the day, but fo great is their 
love of play, that the very trifling clothes 
from their backs is a forfeit to their mif- 
chance. It is not uncommon for them, 
when intoxicated, to turn out to fight in 
Otto's pa ining the market); 
les, like the 

but give 


e they can, 


T mt J 

beat when down, or indeed whatever 
they have power to do, to the hurt of their 
adverfary. They are punifhable by law 
for fighting, but the law feldom inter- 
feres. The fight of a gun, or a white 
man, laying about him with a whip, 
will difperfe them immediately; anda 
negroe durft not return a blow, under 
the forfeiture of their right hand. 


This rigid law was introduced, I learn, 
to prevent the infurrections of flaves; 
which, about fifty years ago, had nearly 
proved fatal to the white inhabitants of 
this ifland. 


LETTER XXXII. 


Jo——. 


St. John’s, Antigua, 
April 12, 1788. 


Dear Sir, 


HIS ifland iffues three weekly 
news-papers, namely, the An- 

tigua Chronicle, the Antigua Gazette, 
and the Antigua Journal; I wifh I could 
fay any one of them was free, but 
freedom, alas! doth not extend her in- 
fluence to this place. The firft men- 
tioned of thefe prints, attempted, very 
lately, to break from the bands of 
venality, and put forth a motto, which 
gave flattering hopes of fuccefs, but fome 
letters 
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letters which expofed the impofitions 
practifed in conduéting a part of the 
public bufinefs, and other letters fup- 
pofed to effect the feelings of a man in 
office, by expofing his amours, his ri- 
diculous attachments, and his felf-created 
confequences, appearing therein; certain 
perfons, thirty-three in number, fome of 
whom having weight in the ifland, and 
others of no weight at all, put their 
names to a paper which they fent by-a 
meffenger (one of thofe who had figned 
it) to the printer’s office, the purport 
of which was, that they, the under- 
figned, would withdraw their fub{crip- 
tions, if fuch letters were not difcon- 
tinued. “This dreadful intimidation had 
the defired effect; notwithftanding feveral 
public fpirited men offered to make up 
the deficiency to the printer, by addition- 
al payments; but he having recently 

fuffered 
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fuffered feverely, from the power of the 
man whofe follies ‘the laft mentioned 
letters were fuppofed to have lathed, 
thought it moft prudent to ftop their 
further publication. Thus was done 
away the liberty of the prefs, in this 
ifland, to the difgrace of thofe who were 
the caufe of it, as dupes to the artifices 
of oftentation and chicanery, and the 
Antigua Chronicle has now funk into 
that nothingnefs (which had already 
pervaded the other two) fuitable to the 
genius of arrogance, folly, and defpotifin. 


We live here on fhaking ground, 
another earthquake at half paft three in 
the morning of the third inftant. 


I remain, &c, &c. 
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LETTER XXXII 


To — —, 


St. John’s, Antigua, 
April 30, 1788. 
DzAR SiR, 

INCE my laft, part of the 49th 
S regiment has. arrived here, under 
the command of Major Campbell, and 
they now occupy our barracks, in place 
of the 67th, gone to Grenada; I faw the 
latter embark, and regret fat vifibly on 
the countenances of both officers and 
privates, no doubt from leaving an ifland 
were they had been well treated; the 
Officers, in particular, having lived. in 
the habits of fociability with the inhabi- 

H tants, 
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tants, and in harmony with each other, 
fince the difagreable bufinefs of the 
court martial, held on Capt. H——, 
inthe year 1786. The men of the 4gth 
were drawn up on the barrack ground 
foon after they arrived, and, allowing 
for their paffage to caufe fome difference 
in their appearance, to what it will be 
when they have been in barracks a fort- 
night or three weeks, they looked very 
well. ‘The’ officers are men of good 
appearance, fome of them, I underftand, 
have ‘been in this part before, of courfé 
“have a knowledge of the country and 
will be particular in preventing the men 
from a too free ufe of new rum, which 
is the true caufe of laying fo many un- 
experienced Europeans in their graves, 
and not the clime, to which-it has been 
falfely attributed. 


At 
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At our Court of Grand Seffions, 
in March laft, a free negroe, name 
Richard, was tried and convicted for 
the murder of a black woman, belong- 
ing to the Rev. Mr. Teale, and has 
fince been executed. Two Jews, by the 
names of Vanban and Marcus, were 
tried for the robbery of a brother 
Ifraelite ; Marcus was’ caft for death 
but fince pardoned (as it requires intereft 
to get a white man hanged), and 
Yanban fentenced to the pillory; I went 


-on the appointed day to this exhibition, 


and what was my aftonifhment when I 
faw the culprit holding, with one hand, 
his hat before ‘his face, and with the 
other, fupporting an umbrella, to pre- 
vent the fun from warming ‘his head: 
this ftruck me, not only as a fhameful 


perverfion of juftice (who, by ordering 
the punifhment of the pillory, “meant 
H 2 the 
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the expofure of the offender), but alfo 
as a proftitution of the dignity of 
patafols. 


It is now (what is hére called) Court 
time, (i. ¢) the time for recovering 
debts, either by action or complaint. 
The firft Court is generally held the 
latter end of March, or the beginning 
of April, and the other days appointed 
for this bufinefs, are every fourth Tuef- 
day, independant of adjournments, ’till 
the 8th or 10th of Auguft. A complaint 
here, is the fame as a fummons at 
London, but extends to debts under ten 
pounds, except when the fum is the re- 
maining part of a debt, originally more 
than thirty pounds, 


The folicitors. are advocates alfo. 
A Mr. Burke, mentioned in a former 
letter, 
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fetter, ftands foremoft for energetic 


declamation; Mr, Hicks and Mr. 
Wife, for ingenuous argument; the 
language of the latter is elegant 
pofleffing, at the fame time, the 
luxurious flowers of rhetoric and fine 
oratory, and this gentleman would 
be ftill greater, were it not for a diffi- 
dence, which] am fearful is conftitutional. 
It is to be deplored that fuch: abili- 
ties fhould be confined to fo fmall a 
circle -as this ifland, abilities, which 
would poffibly enable the poffeffor (if 
at the bar of the Weftminfter -courts) 
to raifé himfelf to the firft eminence in 


his profeffion. 


I remain, &c, &c. 
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XXXIV. 


St, John’s, Antigua, 
May 10, 1788. 
Dear Sir, 


ee H E afternoon. of the eighth in- 
ftant, the houfe of Mr. Looby, 


an affiftant judge, in Bifhopfgate-ftreet, 


or Spring-garden, was difcovered to be 
on fire ; the church bell, as well as thofe 
of the plantations within fight of it, an- 
nounced the dreadful alarm to the fright- 
ened inhabitants: I immediately went 
towards the place, and on my way, ob- 
ferved terror to fill the countenance of 
every perfon, no doubt proceeding from 


found feveral of the 


4gth regiment, W th Major Carmpbell 
at their head. By the joint exertions of 
thefe two bodies, the town was pre- 
ferved, probably, from total deftruc- 
tion, with the lofs of only one tolerable 
houfe and a few infignificant huts ;. the 
engines were worked with great dex- 
terity, when confidered how very fel- 
dom they are brought into ation, and 
the negroes affifted in extinguifhing the 
flames, as if. they had been really in- 
terefted’ in the welfare of the place. 
This fireisfaid to have happened through 
e carelefinefs of a negroe woman. 


H 4 The 
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The friendly fire company, an inftitu- 
tion of the greateft utility, owes its 
eftablifhment to the fire of 1782, and 
every member belonging _ thereto, 
obliges himfelf to keep in good prefer- 
vation a certain number of buckets and 
fire-bags, and alfo to excercife their en- 
gines at ftated periods, Great praife, 
and the thanks of the community de- 
fervedly belong to the founders of the fo- 
ciety, as well as to the gentlemen who 
at’ prefent compofe it, particularly when 
it is confidered that the ftores and ware- 
houfes of the merchants, ‘contain pro- 
perty to a vaft amount, and that infu- 
rance did not extend to this ifland until 
after this company was formed. -The 
Pheenix, or New Fire-office, in Lom- 
bard-ftreet, was the firft to fend its pro- 
pofals here, and I learn that at this: mo- 
ment, theyftand alone in Weft-India 
tifks, 


1 am 
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I am juft going to fup off mangrove 


oyfters, of which fo much has been faid 
and fo little believed concerning. their 
growing upon trees, which I will 
here explain. The mangrove bufhes 
grow in the creeks or fwampy places, 
near the fea, and many of the branches 
are under water, to thefe the oyfters 
(I fuppofé from fomething peculiar in 
the plant) adhere fo faft, that in removing 
them, the. bark is frequently brought 
away with the fhell; they are very {mall 
but of a flavor equal to thofe of Cole 
chefter, and give a zeft to. bottled 
porter fuperior to any thing whatever. 


I remain, cc. &c. 
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EET YT BeRe aaa 


To — =, 


St. John’s, Antigua, 
May 16, 1788. 


Dear Sir, 
ARTHQUAKES are become fre- 
quent. “This morning while I fat 


at breakfaft, the earth fhook vio-- 


jently three or four times, many of the 
whites as well as negroes were much 
alarmed and ran into the ftreet. I was 
under great apprehenfion of more 
fhocks, but happily all has been quiet 
throughout the day, now nine o’clock 
in the evening. 


The 


pease] 

The inhabitants of this place feem 
determined to banifh dulnefs, long the 
tutélar divinity of the ifland, for inde- 
pendant of the theatre, a fubfcription 
affembly is eftablifhed, at Smith’s ta- 
vern, where the'creole beauties dance on 
the * light fantaftic toe—” and where 
fuch gent n-who'are not fo happy as 
to engage a partner among the fair, play 
at cards and converfe ; by twelve the 
fupper ison the ‘table, and by two 
o’clock the rooms are cleared. 


Our theatricals go on well, fince I 


wrote to you on that head, feveral piece 

have been brought out, and received Wi 

an applaufe that cannot fail. to ‘be gra- 
tlemen concerned in 


tte’ ‘he Orphan, King 
Henry the Fourth, a eft-Indian, Lethe, 


1 


and Lying Valet, are amon thofe al- 


H6 
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ready played, and King Lear. The 
Fair Penitent, Jane Shore, and feveral 
farces are getting in readinefs, but it is 
now a doubt whether I fhall continue 
on. the ifland until they are enaéted, 
neverthelefs, I fhall cheerfully give up 
that fatisfaction, for the pleafure of hear- 
ing the inchanting notes of a Billington, 
the admired declamation of a Siddons, 
the laughable buffoonery of an Edwin, 
or the dry humour of a Quick, or a 
Parfons. The heat is now, and has 
been for feveral days paft, exceflive ; 
I drink a great quantity of weak punch 
to keep up perfpiration, as the beft means 
of preventinga fever. General Sir Tho- 
mas Shirley will review the troops on this 
ifland on the 29th, and intends failing for 
England in a few days after, in the Roe- 
hamton, Captain Rofs; Mr, Nugent, of 

Tortola, 


[eag7. a 

Tortola, is coming here to refide, 
Lieutenant Governor, but. if that gen~ 
tleman fhouldnotarrive before the depar- 
ture of Sir Thomas Shirley, the govern- 
ynent will devolve on the Prefident, the 
Hon. Afhton Warner, Efq; a gentleman 
of great integrity, refpectability, and 


honor. 


Iremain, &c. &c. 
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XXXVI. 


St. John’s, Antigua, 
June 4, 1788. 
Dear Sir, 

ERE, in addition to every incon- 
wenience which an European fuf- 

fers inhis own clime (cold excepted) may 
be added thofe arifing from the infeés, 
reptiles, and vermin, for the propaga- 
tion of which, this ifle may defervedly be 
ftiled the hot bed. Rats abound in fuch 


quantities, in the cane pieces, that they 


often do much damage to the plants 
The houfes are infe&ted by mofquitos, 


5, merry-wings, fcorpio 


[ 159 J 
pieds, and many others, which fting in- 
tolerably. White people inclofe their 
beds with mofquito nets, made of 
Scotch Jawn, or any other light mate- 
rial, ‘to prevent the intrufion of thefe 
troublefome vifitors, but notwithftand- 
ing this precaution, they do frequently 
get into the beds and night clothes. 
Ants are of various kinds, and in- 
numerable, both within and ‘without 
doors, and it is impoffible to keep 
either victuals or-fweets from them, ‘but 
by furrounding with water the difhes, 
or whatever fuch things are put into, 
or by hanging them to the raftors by “a 
cord, or ftring, rubbed with caftor oil. 


The cockroach, about the fize of a 
cockchafer, and not’ very diffimilar 
thereto, is the moft harmlefs infec& 
here, having no fting, but it is difagree- 

al 
able 
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able and troublefome ; for as-foon as the 
evening approaches, they get into the 
houfes, fett upon you, and run over 
your cloaths and furniture.  Potatoe- 
lice, called, alfo bete-rouge, is an -ex- 
ceeding fmall infeét, which lodges _it- 
felf in the pours of the fkin and itches 
in fo great a desree, that, unlef al- 
layed by acids or other means, it is_im- 
poffible te avoid fcratching the affected 
parts until they are in a ftate of inflama- 
tion, 


The chigger is a fimall infeé, 
which attacks the feet, but more par- 
ticularly the toes, it penetrates the fkin, 
forms a bag between that and the flefh, 
and lays its eges, or nits, unknown to 
thofe that bear them. Some people here 
fay itisa pleafure to have one of thefe 
creatures, that the fenfation they caufe is 


amufing 


[ 168 J 
amufing; I have had them, 
not fay that J found my guef 
pleafing, in fact, at ill times, I would 


rather, according to the old phrafe, 


s¢ have their room than their company.” 


The guana is a fpecies of » lizard, 
about two feet long, independant of its 
tail, and is the moft hideous creature I 
ever beheld, but it is harmlefs, and the 
flefh faid to be good eating. 

The wood-flave, the mof 
reptile in the univerfe, 1 
inches long, and two bro 
like a toad, but narr 
fhort legged, the bite, 
of its claws, are attend 


and they tal 
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is impoffible 
a the part they 


equence is mortal, 
creatures are principally 

eatures are pi lly about 

: woeden buildings, 

ee whence they derive their name, 
appy AaB tS Na 7, 

appy for this Ifland, very few of them 

to be fou i i ini 

t ; e foundin it, but in Dominica I 

am informed they abound. 


crickets, and 
n to hifs, and 


prickly 


pointed; the mancer vreing was well per- 


ithf y the many 


formed ; and notwith: 


difadvantages they muft nece 


under from the heat of 

through their evolutions much 
fatisfaGtion of the general, the officers, 
and the numerous fpectators, 


I remain, &c. 


LETTER XXXVIL 


To ——, 


St. John’s, Antigua, 


June 30, 1788. 
Dear Sir, 


T “HIS ifland is the principal refidence 
of the Governors of the Leeward 


who are feldom or 


ood magi 


T 165 J 

fmuggling, which is carried on, in a 
great degree, between this ifland, and 
thofe\of the French, Dutch, and Danes. 
Indeed this fpot feems to be particularly 
adapted to clandeftine traffic, from the 
many out bays, harbours, and coves it 
poffeffes. But this bufinefs is not of 
modern date here, for fo long back as the 
adminiftration of General, Daniel Par 
it was carried on with avidity, and an 
attempt to prevent the ill confequences 
arifing therefromto the fair trader, 
real caufe of his death, being cruelly mui 
dered, in this town, on the 7th of Decem- 
ber, 1710, by a mob in actual rebellion; 
fome of the affaffins were fent to Eng- 
land, tried and convicted, but by the 
death of Queen Ann they efcaped the 
punifhment due to their crimes, being 
releafed by the general pardon, granted, 
on the accefflion of the Houle of 
Hanover. 

Some 
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Some of the Governors have been 
blamed for being too familiar with the 
people, while others have been equally 
reprehenfible for too much refervednefs, 
and when they have a ruler who will let 
them have their own way, he is too eafy, 
and gains the epithet of ‘ fool!” hardly 
any man ever acquired credit amongft 
them as their chief, except the late Sir 
George-Thomas, and Sir Ralph Payne, 
both Weft-Indians, who knew the dif- 
pofitions of the people they had to 
govern, and by prudently keeping the 
arrogant at as great a diftance, as the 
more modeft would naturally keep them- 
felves, they had the good fortune to be 
approved. Sir Thomas Shirley, -who 
left this ifland and his government, about 
a fortnight fince,  refufed the ‘honors 
offered to him by the legiflature, con- 
ceiving himfelf to have been treated 
even 


even in an ungentleman-like manner, 
by that body, previous to their vote of 
civilities; and with the proper dignity of 
well founded refentment; he went on 
board the Roehampton, attended only 
by his own Secretary and a few fele& 
ss 

friends. 


I hope to be able to quit: this 


in a few weeks, and flrall foon apprize 


you when and how, as vefiels are leav- 


ing this port almoft every ¢ for 


Europe. 


I remain, &c, &c, 
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ET TER. XXXVI. 


To — —, 


St. John’s, Antigua, 
July. 15, 1788. 


Dear Sir, 
[ Wrote you fome time fince, that the 


virtue of the Creole fair, was faid 
to be fuperior to the arts of feduction. 
But, alas! they are frail as well as their 
beautiful fitters of Europe, and, as an 
inftance, we have had a trial for crim. 
con. in the Court of Common Pleas, on 
the firft inftant. The offending parties, 
werea lady, the wife of a fchool-matfter, 
and her gallant, a planter; the firft very 
young, the latter rather defcending into 
the vale of years, but as you well know 


there is no fuch thing as accounting for 
the 


[ 169 ] 

the unaccountable tafte of the ladies, 
I fhall fpare myfelf the trouble of com- 
menting on this lady’s choice, and come 
at once to the trial, which began about 
ten o’clock in the morning, and lafted 
till four in the afternoon; the damages 
were laid at feveral thoufand pounds ; in- 
deed the little teacher thought him~- 
felf very much hurt, but of that in 
the fequel; the counfel, according to 
ancient cuftom in fuch cafes, made long 
fpeeches, and endeavoured to do every 
thing they could for their refpective 
clients; the principal part of the evi- 
dence came from three young ladies, 
two of whom were fifters, both in blood 
and iniquity, the other a noviciate im 
the Cyprian rites. Mifs Jenny R ‘ 
one of the fifters, told what the knew of 
the matter in a manner that would have 
fhamed the moft abandoned -proftitute 
of Covent-Garden; .the other two had 

I fome 
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forne few latent fparks of modefty re- 
maining, and could not tell their tale 
with fuch unblufhing cheeks and li- 
bidinous look, as Milfs Jenny, but not- 
withftanding it was fometimes with dif 
ficulty that truth was drawn from this 
trio of virgins, the fact was proved, 
and, at the fame time, another fact was 
eftablithed alfo, which was, that this 
very much injured hufband, had been an 
induftrious laborer in vineyards of fe- 
dudtion and proftitution, for which reafon 
the jury brought in a verdict, for the 
gentleman of the cane and birch, with 
five hundred pounds damages only: And 
here, to the honor of the ifland, it is 
worthy of remark, that this trial is the 
only inftance for the aforementioned of- 
fence, for the laft forty years. A fmart 
fhock of an earthquake on Sunday laft, 
in the morning, which gave much alarm, 
but did no damage, 
I was 


rt | 
Tf was he play on the roth, Jane 
Shore, and for want of females in the 


dramatic walk, our reprefentative of the 
lovely Jane <‘ once the faireft amongit 


3,” was a gentleman, he 

but looked it ill; the parts 

Dumont, were well filled; 

indeed, Mr. M—t-—n, the gentleman 

who performed the latter character, is a 

finifhed a€tor. Notwithftanding the aid 

of ventilators, and altho’ a part of the 

roofing boards were removed alfo for the 

more free admiffion of air, 1 fuffered 

much from the extreme heat of the 

houfe ; a moft violent head-ach was the 

confequence, from which I am now 

hardly recovered. 1 fhall not attend any 

other theatrical exhibition in this place, 

having poffi y fixed my departure for 

the firft of Aug 

Jremain, &c. &c. 

> 


LET- 
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LET TER XXXIX. 


To ——, 


St. John’s, Antigua, 
Fuly 21, 1788. 
Dear Sir, 


HE blue regiment of militia, of 

this ifland, being moft confiderable 

in point of numbers, and from muf- 
tering in the vicinity of St. John’s, 
has afforded-me more frequent op- 
portunities of feeing its manceuvres 
than I could, with any degree of con- 
venience, have of viewing the other regi- 
ments of the fame defcription, arid as 
Speaking of one, is, in fact fpeaking of 
the whole, I fhall only trouble you with 
an 


a Tees igen 
i itor 4 


an 
; se bl oe Se 
fits of a grenadier company, a light in 


fantry company, and battalions ;. the 
grenadiers and light infantry, are 
habited regimentally, but the bat- 
talions remind me of Shakefpeare’s de- 
{cription of Jack-Falftaff’s heroes, 
« who would fill a pit as wellas other 
men” few, very few of thefe troops, ex- 
cept the grenadiers, know even the 
common éxercife. I have feen the 
negroes laughing at their unfoldier-like 
performances. The laf time I attended 
the military operations of this body, new 
colors were difplayed ; they are elegant, 
and the motto, which is in their center, 
is taken from one borne in the civil 
wars, on the royal fide with the omiffion 
of the wo rege, bei 
ege, but if the 
eive no better p 
than what this body of mil 


13 
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are capable of affording them, they 
muft very foon be in a difagreeable pre- 
dicament. Thefe troops have neither 
fife nor drum. 


I have alfo feen the troop of horfe 
carbiniers, about thirty in number, 
drawn up and exercifed, they made 
aukward play of it. 


The company of artillery are faid to be 
tolerably difciplined, but I have not had 
any opportunity of feeing the perform- 
ance of thefe men, from the guns hav- 
ing unfortunately been fuffered to remain 
in the arfenal, or ftore-houfe, under the 
rubbifh occafioned by the falling in of 
the roof of that building. Such is the 
narrow policy of this government. It 
muft be a matter of furprife to Britons, 
that the people in power in the colony 

fhould 


[ 175] 
fhould fo much negleét that beft of in- 
fiitutions for public fafety, and in- 
ternal protection, the Militia, when 
the great difproportion of twelve blac 
and colored perfons to one white is 
confidered as now-exifting, and when 
it is obferved that eleven twelfths of 
the blacks are flaves, as are alfo many 
well informed mungrels, mulattoes, and 
meftees, too often to unfeeling owners, 
and when it is remarked that at this par- 
ticular period the people of Britain 
feem almoft determined on the abolition 
of the flave-trade to Africa, and may 
poffibly extend their project to at leaft the 
amendment of the flave-laws in the Wett- 
Indies, from a knowledge of which 


proceedings it is next to an impofiibility 
to keep them ignorant, it is but reafon- 
able to fuppofe, if they catch the idea 
that the people at home favor their caufe, 

a con- 
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hi- 


1 


therto unknown to the race, and the 
I believe per- 


rt of man, whether black 


the firft and ruling prin- 

infpire them to make a 

ort tothrow off the yoke, under 

ch they at prefent groan, and re- 
cover their natural right, their liberty. 
Now in fuch a cafe, and-in fuch a caufe, 
fappofe about twelve hundred men, al- 


rant of military difcipline 


would, n t, join in the caufe) 
what would be the confequence, but a 
dreadful carnage, if not the total anni- 
hilation of the’ whites! This obfervation 
does not apply to Antigua: only, but to 


-the other ifles’ under the Bri 


[77 J 

ment, in the Weft-Indies, where the 
fame difproportion reiens, from which I 
believe not one can be excepted but 
Barbadoes. It therefore doth behove 
thofe in power, if only for the prefer- 
vation of their own lives and properties, 
to keep upa ftri& military difcipline, and 
endeavor alfo, by every poffible en- 
couragement, to encreafe the number of 
white inhabitants. To adopt meafures 
effective of prefervation from ill, is a 
duty impofed upon us by reafon and 
common fenfe, and reafon and common 
fenfe forbid that any fet of men fhould 
turn a deaf ear to their dictates, 


Tremain, &c. &c. 
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Gel Tob Reese 


To — —, 


St. John’s, Antigua, 
Fuly 26, 1788, 
Dear Sir, 
 Y remarks are clofed: I have 
& taken a paffage on board the 


-rience, on 


country and efteemed 


[ 179 J 

fhall leave it with regret, for the 
two following reafons: from having 
enjoyed uninterrapted health; and 
from haying received much _ kind- 
nefs and civility from many people 
here: May they ever pro And 
wherever in the courfe of my letters, to 
you, I have mentioned the follies and 
extravagancies of the inhabitants, of 
this ifland, in too general terms, I muft 
here beg leave to except the worthy, 
who are many, from the leaft particle 
of cenfure on my part. I have been 
drawing a picture, which may be compared 
to a landfcape of extenfive view, wherein 
the beauties and deformities.are fo blend- 
ed, as to make it utterly impeffible to 
feparate them, without fpoiling the 
effect of the whole. 


I fhall bring with me a model of a 
mill 
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[ 180 ] 
mill and works, which will give you a 
better infight into the manufacturing of 
fugar and rum, than I can poffibly do 
by writing: They are the work of a 


negroe flave, and are made of the cedar 


of this country. 


J remain, &c. &c. 
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